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About this book

This book will help you prepare for the theory driving exam.

To help you prepare for the exam in the best possible way, there are further interactive tools on offer from e-university. Alongside this eBook, we recommend the following tools:

e.driver Theory Exam App

This is an exam trainer for iOS, Android, Windows 11 and Tolino Reader. It contains over 900 test questions, including the official questions. All questions and answers have individual commentary and explanations. In the App Store, the free version is available with more than 150 test questions.

More info at www.e-university.ch

Here you can find a demo version of the app: https://applight.edriver.ch/

e.driver Theory Exam Bundle Edition

This package contains:

Interactive Exam Trainer including app

Contains the e.driver theory exam app (see above) and additionally supports web, Windows and Mac.

3D Driving Simulator

Practice maneuvers, where to look and traffic situations with the e.driver 3D driving simulator. Eddie, the virtual driving instructor helps you in various situations in the town, on the roundabout, at trams and on the motorway.

Classes Audiocast

With these audio classes you can learn on the go by just listening to the classes in comfort. As a part of each class, every chapter ends with relevant test questions.

All this and much more can be found in the e.driver Bundle Edition.





1 INTRODUCTION TO THE PROGRAMME

This programme is intended to help you prepare for the theory part of the driving test (in Switzerland). The focus is not on simply passing the exam, but learning the theoretical foundations of driving. Independent of learning with a driving instructor, this is intended as a means to become a safe and forward-thinking driver.

Each chapter of this programme is divided into two parts.


	A lesson

	A short test on the content of the lesson



The theory will be communicated in various mediums:


	Written text

	Spoken text

	Animations



At the end of each lesson you will take a test to see how much you have remembered and where any problems lie. To complete a lesson you must answer all test questions correctly.

Each lesson has a learning goal and an estimated time requirement.

If you proceed to the “Exam” catalogue, you can choose the category that you want to prepare for and you will receive the relevant exam questions.

Alongside the official exam questions of the ASA you will receive additional questions that will help you gain a deeper understanding of the material. These are older questions and the image quality is not very good. We have deliberately left these images and questions as they are, as some of the earlier questions will be used again and you can learn from them.

If before the exam you want to only learn with the current, official questions, you can choose this in the “Exam” catalogue, under settings in the top right menu. Be aware that the ASA only publishes 80% of the official questions each year and therefore memorising the questions will not be enough to pass. You must understand the content. On top of this you have the questions from previous years alongside the lessons.

It should be noted that for the F/G and M exams, very few official questions are available. We have therefore inserted relevant questions from other categories.

Learning objective of this section: Learning common abbreviations and terms.

Time needed: 30 minutes

1.1 COMMON ABBREVIATIONS

SVG Strassenverkehrsgesetz - Road Traffic Act

VRV Verkehrsregelnverordnung - Federal Road Traffic Regulations

SSV Signalisationsverordnung - Sign regulations

VZV Verordnung oder die Zulassung von Personen und Fahrzeugen zum Strassenverkehr - Regulation granting permission to drive on the road

VTS Verordnung über die technischen Anforderungen an Strassenfahrzeuge - Regulation of the technical requirements of road vehicles

VVV Verkehrsversicherungsverordnung - Swiss Road Traffic Insurance Ordinance

1.2 Useful Terms

You will often find these terms in the theory exam, especially in the questionnaires. It is recommended to take a few minutes for this section.

Motor vehicles are vehicles that are capable of being propelled rapidly forward by their own engine and without rails, usually on roads. A tram is not a motor vehicle.

Light motor vehicles are motor vehicles that are no heavier than 3,500 kg. All others are heavy motor vehicles (lorries, buses)

Passenger Cars are light motor vehicles for transporting people. They have up to 9 seats, including the driver.

Minibuses are light motor vehicles for transporting people with more than 9 seats, including the driver.

Delivery vans are light motor vehicles for transporting goods.

Trailers are vehicles without a motor. They are usually towed by a motor vehicle.

Small motorbikes are two or three wheeled motor vehicles with an unladen weight of up to 270 kg, a top speed of 45 km/h and an engine size of 50 cm3. They have a yellow number plate.

Mopeds are single-track vehicles or electric wheelchairs (including models with 3 or 4 wheels) with one seat. They have a motor up to 50 cm3 and a top speed of 30 km/h. They have a moped number plate.

Unladen weight is the weight of the vehicle, as it stands ready to be driven. This includes coolant, oil, fuel, and possibly additional equipment such as a spare wheel, trailer coupling, tools, wheel chocks and a fire extinguisher. The driver is also included with a weight up to 75 kg.

Operating weight is the actual weight of the vehicle and includes the weight of the occupants and load.

Total or laden weight is the maximum weight determined by the registration.

Payload is the difference between laden weight and unladen weight.

1.3 TWO-PHASE TRAINING

1.3.1 BACKGROUND

It was statistically proven a long time ago that new drivers and especially new drivers between 18 and 25 years old are in the most danger of being involved in an accident. This is not just down to a lack of experience but also because of showing off.

Experts assume that the first seven years of driving are the most dangerous and refer to them as the “cursed seven years”. During these seven years the accident curve generally flattens out and stabilises itself at a low level.

For many years it has been attempted with some success to counteract this trend. Various measures have contributed to reducing the number of accidents and deaths of new drivers:


	Wearing a seatbelt or helmet is now required by law

	Introduction of speed limits

	Improved basic training

	Tougher and consistent testing

	Introduction of the obligatory traffic and motorbike courses



In the meantime it has been possible to reduce the number of annual fatalities from traffic accidents from around 2000 people in the seventies to just fewer than 400 today. In the framework of the new traffic safety policy VESIPO, better known as “Vision Zero” or “Via sicura”, additional methods have been sought to further reduce the number of traffic fatalities by half.

1.3.2 PROSPECTS

To achieve this goal, diverse measures have been introduced. For example daytime running lights, tougher sanctions as well as the introduction of obligatory advanced training courses for motorbike riders and car drivers and the limited validity of driving licences. These are discussed alongside other measures within the framework of Via sicura.

1.3.3 TWO-PHASE TRAINING

As part of the mentioned improvements to the basic training, two-phase training was introduced on the 1st December 2005.

Strategy

All applicants for a category A or B learner’s driving licence are trained according to the following model:
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An application is made to the local Department of Transportation to issue a learners driving licence.

For admission to the theory exam, it must be proven that a first aid course has been attended within the previous six years.

After successfully completing the theory exam, the candidate is issued a learners driving licence.

For admission to the practical driving exam, the candidate must first attend the traffic course (which may only be completed if the theory exam has been successfully completed within the previous two years).

After successfully completing the practical driving exam, the new driver is issued a driving licence in card form, which is valid for three years. The two-phase training is only applicable for obtaining the first category A or B driving licence. Other categories are not included in the two-phase training.

Within these three “probation years” the new driver is not allowed any major violations of the traffic laws. The sanctions on this phase are harsher for new drivers than “normal” drivers.

As part of the two-phase training a two further training day courses must be attended. In the first module, so called “experience journeys” are made. This module should ideally be completed within six months from completing the practical exam. Cornering, braking and keeping safety distances are taught in this module, as well as learning about accidents. The second module should be visited in the third “probation year” and has an emphasis on two topics: driving with feedback (practical, correct driving in traffic) as well as training an ecological driving style.

The candidate applies for an unlimited driving licence only after attending both courses and not violating any major traffic laws.

1.4 TRAINING MILESTONES

The training to acquire the individual driving licence categories is as follows:

1.4.1 Cat. A1 (for 16 to 18 year-olds)

Authorisation: Motorbikes with an engine size of up to 50 cm3.

From the 18th year of age: Motorbikes with an engine size of up to 125 cm3 and 11 kW power (exam and training free application for holders of a Cat. A1 licence)

Training plan:
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Notes: First aid course, theory exam and traffic course are valid for applications for all further driving licence categories.

1.4.2 Cat. A1 (from the 18th year of age)

Authorisation: Motorbikes with an engine size of up to 125 cm3 and 11 kW power.

Training plan:
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Notes: As long as the applicant has acquired a Cat. B licence, the Cat. A1 licence can be applied for in card form without an exam. This is only valid if the applicant has completed an 8-hour motorbike basic training course.

1.4.3 Cat. A RESTRICTED (APPLICANTS THAT HAVE NOT YET REACHED THE 25TH YEAR OF AGE)

Authorisation: Motorbikes with a power of maximum 25 kW.

Training plan (if no other driving licence category is held):
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Notes: First aid course, theory exam and traffic course are valid for applications for all further driving licence categories. After two years problem free driving experience, the applicant will be given an unlimited Cat. A licence in card form without training or exams.

1.4.4 CAT. A UNRESTRICTED (FOR APPLICANTS WHO HAVE REACHED TH 25TH YEAR OF AGE)

Authorisation: All motorbikes

Training plan:
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Notes: First aid course, theory exam and traffic course are valid for applications for all further driving licence categories.

1.4.5 CAT. B

Authorisation: Light motor vehicles up to 3.5 tons total weight.

If a trailer has a total weight of more than 50 kg, a Cat. B licence is needed, but only if the total weight of the trailer is heavier than the unladen weight of the towing vehicle or if the total weight is more than 3.5 tons.

Training plan:
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Notes: First aid course, theory exam and traffic course are valid for applications for all further driving licence categories.

Quiz

1. WHAT IS A LIGHT MOTOR VEHICLE?


	An un-laden lorry or van

	A motorbike or moped

	Vehicles, whose total weight is never more than 3.5 tons



Correct answer

2. WHAT IS THE OPERATING WEIGHT?


	The weight of a laden vehicle without the occupants

	The maximum allowed weight of a vehicle

	The actual weight with load and occupants



Correct answer

3. WHAT IS THE LADEN WEIGHT?


	The maximum weight determined by the registration.

	The weight of the load and occupants

	The weight of an empty vehicle



Correct answer

4. WHAT IS THE PAYLOAD?


	The maximum weight determined by the registration.

	The weight of the load and occupants

	The difference between laden weight and unladen weight



Correct answer

5. WHAT DOES THE ABBREVIATION SVG STAND FOR?


	Schweizerische Verkehrsgesellschaft - Swiss Traffic Association

	Strassenverkehrsgesetz - Road Traffic Act



Correct answer


2 BEFORE AND DURING THE JOURNEY

The following guideline applies to all road users: conduct yourself in traffic in a way that will not endanger or obstruct you or other road users.

Special care should be taken around children, elderly and frail people. You should also be careful if there are signs that a road user is not behaving correctly, or is about to do something wrong (SVG Art. 26, Abs. 2).

Learning objective of this section: If you are driving a vehicle, then you assume responsibility. The most important question before the journey is whether you are capable of driving and if your vehicle is roadworthy or not. Guidance on making this decision is presented below.

Time needed: 30 minutes


2.1 DRIVER PREPARATION

One of the most important points when preparing for a journey is to know when you should NOT drive.

Am I “fit”?

You should ask yourself this question before every journey, but what does “fit” mean exactly? This will be discussed below.

2.1.1 HEALTH

If you are sick or have taken medication, then your ability to drive could be reduced. In certain cases, this can mean that you are not fit enough to sit behind the wheel.

2.1.2 ALCOHOL AND DRUGS

If you have recently consumed alcohol or drugs, then you must not drive. This would endanger your own life and the lives of others.
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Do not drink and drive

2.1.3 TIREDNESS

Driving is tiring. Regular breaks should be taken on long journeys (at least every two hours). Rest yourself before long journeys. Tiredness reduces your judgement and your ability to react. Tiredness is a common cause of accidents.

The only effective means to fight tiredness is sleep!

2.1.4 STRESS

Always plan to arrive at your destination in good time. You should not become stressed when driving. It is especially dangerous to drive when pressed for time.

2.1.5 ATTITUDE TO RISK

An American study found a correlation between risk-taking propensity and accident frequency. According to the study, a car driver that takes risks is in more danger of being in an accident or even causing an accident than a bad driver.

In other words: the most dangerous drivers are new drivers who overestimate their driving skills. They hardly have any or not enough experience.

Risk-takers do not belong behind the wheel.
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2.1.6 EMOTIONS
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An upset or an agitated driver is so absorbed in his emotions that he cannot properly recognise dangers in time. Anger, depression, sadness, even exuberant joy or relationship problems can negatively affect your ability to drive.

You should not drive if you are excited or upset.

2.1.7 A NIGHT OUT

Care should be taken after a night out


	Flashing disco lights make your eyes tired

	Loud music can impair your hearing

	Darkness affects how far you can see, oncoming headlights dazzle you

	Lack of driving experience, e.g. cornering or night driving

 

When these factors add up (and possibly alcohol was consumed), the consequences can be tragic.

Therefore:


	Spend several minutes in the fresh air before setting off

	Do not get involved in racing

	Keep appropriate distances to avoid rear-end collisions

	Adjust speed, especially in corners

	If in doubt, do not overtake!

	Never drive with alcohol in your blood!
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2.2 PREPARING THE VEHICLE

A well-maintained vehicle keeps its value but at the same time is safer and more reliable. On top of this, the driver is responsible for the vehicle that he is driving, even if it does not belong to him. You must not take an unfit vehicle into traffic. Regular maintenance goes a long way to reducing the chance of breakdowns.

Even if you are not a mechanic, you can carry out a few checks yourself with not much effort.


	Lights: Test the lights regularly. “See and be seen” is the motto. For that to work, all light (dimmed headlights, headlights, brake lights, reverse lights, indicators) must be in full working order. Test the front lights by switching through the individual positions (parking light, dimmed headlights, headlights). Also turn on the rear lights. The brake lights can be checked without anyone helping you by reversing up to a wall or garage door. Turn the motor on and step on the brakes. You should be able to see the lights on the wall behind you. Keep the lights clean in winter, as otherwise they may not be seen by other road users. It would be a good idea to carry a replacement bulb (in certain European countries this is required by law). On top of this, it is mandatory to drive during the day with lights on. You have two choices: dimmed headlights or daytime running lights.
 Driving with dimmed headlights. If your vehicle does not have daytime running lights, you are allowed to drive with conventional dimmed headlights. Either the lights will automatically be turned on with the motor or you must manually turn them on.
 Daytime running lights. These are additional lights that can be easily seen without dazzling other road users as they are weaker than dimmed headlights. They use less energy because neither the rear lights, nor the dashboard lights are on at the same time.

	Tyres: Regularly check your tyres. The profile depth must be at least 1,6 mm across the whole width. The tyre should wear equally. If this is not the case, there can be many reasons for it: tyre pressure, defective suspension, and imbalanced or misaligned wheels. If something is not correct, you should not delay in finding a garage because the driving safety can be impaired.

	Water and oil: For a motorist it is vital that the oil and water levels are correct. Driving with too little oil or too much or not enough coolant can damage the motor. In winter enough antifreeze should be added to the coolant. Let a garage check the coolant to see if it is suitable for winter. Also, do not forget to check and fill up the screenwash. If you discover during a journey that the motor is overheated, stop as soon as possible. Let the motor run with a low RPM until the coolant temperature normalises. Under no circumstances should you put cold water in an overheated cooler.

	Windows and mirrors: Keep your windows and mirrors clean. Dirty windows reduce visibility – especially at night, in rain or fog. Replace worn out or damaged windscreen wipers immediately. Pay attention, especially in winter, that the windows and mirrors offer a clear enough view.

	Load: In general, every load inside or outside the vehicle must be secured from moving in every direction. 80% of the load towards the front, 50% to the back and each side and 100% on top. If a bicycle or other large object is being transported, care should be taken that the number plate is not covered and that the load cannot move. The number plate must always be legible.

	Roof load: If there is no maximum roof load in the vehicle's manual, then the general maximum weight of 50 kg should be followed [AW6] since the higher centre of gravity has more of an effect in corners and uses more fuel.

 


2.3 SAFETY EQUIPMENT

2.3.1 SAFETY BELT

Wearing a safety belt is a sensible law as it can save your life.

An example of the forces in question: If you drive at 30 km/h against a wall, then you must be strong enough to restrain yourself against the steering wheel. At this speed, you would need to be capable of lifting a 500 kg weight. As this is unlikely, you would be badly injured in the crash. Therefore it is better to wear a seatbelt.

2.3.2 DRIVING WITH CHILDREN

Children up to 12 years old or 150cm (whichever comes first) must sit on seats next to or behind the driver and be secured with a child restraint device (ECE-R44/03 resp. 04 or R129 certified child seats). In vehicles fitted with airbags, child seats are not allowed to be installed on the front passenger seat. Concerning this, it is best to follow the recommendations of the vehicle manufacturer.

2.3.3 WARNING LIGHTS

An illuminated warning light on a car should be taken seriously. If the ABS warning light comes on, for example, this means that there is a fault in the antilock braking system (ABS) and it possibly no longer works correctly. The brakes may still function but under heavy braking the wheels could lock, preventing effective steering. ABS ensures better steering and stability under braking. The control light with the motor symbol indicates that there appears to be a problem with the motor. It is possible to continue driving, but in both cases the fault should be repaired as soon as possible.
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2.3.4 HEADREST

A correctly adjusted headrest must be at the same height as the back of the head and as close to it as possible. Incorrectly adjusted headrests (e.g. too far away from the back of the head or too deep, e.g. at neck height) can cause injury or whiplash in the event of a collision.
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2.4 PASSENGERS

You are responsible for the safety of your passengers. Especially new drivers allow themselves to take unnecessary risks in order to impress others. Do not be tempted by this. Impress by driving responsibly. Even the danger of being distracted by passengers is large. You cannot afford to allow yourself to be distracted. The traffic demands your entire attention to protect yourself, to protect your passengers and to protect other road users.

Quiz

1. SPECIAL CARE SHOULD BE TAKEN AROUND...


	Children, frail and elderly people

	Pedestrians on the motorway

	Pedestrians with dogs



Correct answer

2. WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR A VEHICLE ON THE ROAD?


	The parents

	The experts who checked the vehicles

	Yourself



Correct answer

3. WHEN ARE YOU NOT ALLOWED TO DRIVE?


	Under the influence of alcohol or drugs

	Without a roadmap

	When it is dark



Correct answer

4. WHEN ARE YOU NOT ALLOWED TO DRIVE?


	When tired or emotional

	In fog or ice

	Without a passenger



Correct answer

5. ARE YOU ALLOWED TO DRIVE IF YOU HAVE CONSUMED ALCOHOL OR DRUGS?


	Yes, with due care

	No, never

	Yes, if I have not taken drugs or alcohol at the same time



Correct answer

6. ARE YOU ALLOWED TO DRIVE WHEN TIRED?


	Yes, if I have a passenger who is not tired

	No

	Yes, but only if the journey is short



Correct answer

7. ARE YOU ALLOWED TO DRIVE WITH WORN TYRES?


	Yes, but only at 60 km/h

	No

	Yes, but only on a dry road



Correct answer

8. AT LEAST HOW MUCH PROFILE MUST THE TYRES HAVE?


	1,4 mm

	1,6 mm

	1,8 mm



Correct answer

9. WHAT DO YOU DO IF THE MOTOR IS OVERHEATED?


	Immediately stop and turn off the motor

	Immediately stop and keep the motor running with a low RPM until the coolant temperature has normalised

	Keep driving and be sure not to accelerate too hard. The motor will be cooled by the wind.



Correct answer


3 SIGNALS, SIGNS AND MARKINGS

All traffic signs and signals must be obeyed, but you only have to obey the signs that apply to you. Signs, signals and markings are more important than the general traffic rules. Instructions given by the police should always be followed (SVG Art. 27).

Traffic signs and signals are divided into various categories:


	Danger signs

	Prohibition signs

	Order signs

	Information signs

	Additional information signs

	Markings

	Traffic lights

 

Learning objective of this section: Know and recognise the various types of signs and signals.

Time needed: 20 minutes


3.1 DANGER SIGNS

Danger signs are triangular. They are white with a red border.

Danger signs are placed so that drivers unfamiliar with the area do not notice a danger too late or fail to see it at all.
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Right curve
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Left curve
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Double curve,
starting to the right
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Double curve,
starting to the left

Within towns or urban areas (e.g. a village), danger signs are located just before the danger. Outside of towns (e.g. a country road) they are located 150 to 200 metres before the danger. On motorways and motor roads they are either located at the danger or 100 metres before it. If a sign cannot be located at this distance, then the actual distance to the danger will be shown on an additional sign.


3.2 PROHIBITION SIGNS

Prohibition signs are generally round and have a red border. Some of them have a black symbol on a white background. All prohibition signs forbid the driver from doing something specific.
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No vehicles.
 Driving here is not allowed.
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No entry.
 Entering here is not allowed.
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No motorbikes.
 Motorbikes are not allowed here.
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No cars.
 Cars are not allowed here.

Sometimes a prohibition sign will also have an additional sign to indicate a distance. This means that the sign is first valid further down the road.


3.3 ORDER SIGNS

Order signs have a thin white border and a white symbol on a blue background. These signs order you to do something specific.
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Minimum speed limit.
 You must drive at least 30 km/h here

[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/image10.png]

End of the minimum speed limit.
 From here you are allowed to drive slower than 30 km/h.
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Turn right.
 You must turn right here.
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Keep right.
 You must pass the obstruction on the right.


3.4 INFORMATION SIGNS

Information signs can be rectangular or square. They often have a white symbol on a blue background (sometimes also green or red) or a black symbol on a white background. They include rules on behaviour.

Signposts fall under the information signs category.
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Signposts with white text on a green background show the way to motorways or motor roads.
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Signposts with white text on a blue background indicate that the given destination will be reached mainly on main roads.
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Signposts with black text on a white background indicate that the given destination will be reached mainly on secondary roads.
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Town boundary on main roads.
 Biel in Canton Bern starts here.
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Town limit on main roads.
 You are leaving Lyss in the direction of Bern.
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Town boundary on secondary roads.
 Maur starts here.
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Town limit on secondary roads.
 You are leaving Mönchaltorf in the direction of Rüti.


3.5 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SIGNS

Additional sign can be found under normal signs. They are still mandatory. Additional signs are usually white with a black symbol.
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Light motor 
 vehicle
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Lorry
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Trailer on secondary
 roads
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Motorbike
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Bicycle
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Pedestrian


3.6 PRIORITY SIGNS

Priority signs clarify who has right of way. They are found in various forms and can be danger, order or information signs.
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Main road.
 From here you usually have priority.
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End of a main road.
 You no longer have priority.
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Stop.
 You must stop.
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No entry.
 You must wait, others have priority.
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Home zone.
 Caution, a residential area starts here.
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End of home zone.
 You are leaving a residential area.


3.7 MARKINGS

Markings are painted, fixed or engraved on the road surface.

If markings must be temporarily changed (e.g. because of road works), then they will be replaced with yellow-orange markings. These markings override white markings.
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Continuous or unbroken central marking (safety line).
 This line may not be crossed.
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Double continuous central marking.
 This line may not be crossed, with more emphasis.
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Broken central marking.
 This line should generally not be crossed.

[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/image35.png]

No stopping line before a pedestrian crossing.
 You must stop for pedestrians.
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Stop line.
 You must stop here.
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Broken waiting line.
 You do not have priority here.
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Left reflector post.
 These help you to orientate.
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Right reflector post.
 These help you to orientate.

[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/img058.png]

Bike lane. If bordered by a broken yellow line, then the bike lane may be used by motor vehicles, as long as no cyclist will be obstructed.

[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/img416.png]

The parking for breakdown vehicles sign forbids the use of the parking space for any other reason. If this area were full of parked cars, then there would be no more space for breakdown vehicles.

Marked bus stop. Marked bus stops, taxi ranks and empty parking spaces may be driven over. Parking at bus stop and taxi ranks is not allowed. A bus stop may be used to let someone get in or out of a vehicle, as long as no bus will be obstructed.

3.8 POLICE HAND SIGNALS

Signs and markings should be followed; instructions from the police should be obeyed.

If the police are controlling traffic, road users must wait for their signal. This does not apply if you are in a line of vehicles and no stop signal is given. As soon as the police officer gives a stop signal, you must stop.

The hand signals mean:

	Holding up an arm: Stop before the junction for all directions.



[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/image40.png]

	An outstretched arm: Vehicles behind stop.



[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/image40a.png]

	Both arms outstretched to the sides:Vehicles behind and in front stop.
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	Waving on:Continue in the given direction.



[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/Cop4a.png]

	Waving arms up and down:Slow down.



[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/Cop5a.png]


3.9 TRAFFIC LIGHTS
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A red light means stop. If there is a black arrow on the red light, then traffic going in the indicated direction must stop.
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A green light allows traffic in all allowed directions to continue. Turning vehicles must give way to oncoming traffic and pedestrians in the side road.
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A green arrow allows traffic going in the indicated direction to continue. If an amber light is flashing next to it, turning vehicles must give way to oncoming traffic and pedestrians in the side

[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/image46.png]

An amber light after a green light means that vehicles must stop before the junction if it is still possible to do so.

[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/image47.png]

If an amber light appears together with a red light, the traffic should prepare to continue and expect the green light to allow them to continue.

When stopping for an extended period of time, the motor must always be turned off as long as this will not delay setting off again. If there is stationary traffic in a tunnel, the motor must be turned off to avoid the build up of exhaust fumes. If there is a fire in a tunnel, it is important to immediately leave your vehicle and find the marked shelters. It is also important to leave the key in the ignition so that the emergency services can move the vehicles out of the way.

If the traffic light before a pedestrian crossing is green but there is stop-start traffic, you must stop in front of the crossing. You may only drive over the crossing once pedestrians will no longer be obstructed.

Amber flashing light cautions the driver because the traffic light is not in service and general traffic rules apply.

Black arrows on additional white signs below a traffic light indicate that the light only applies to traffic going in the indicated direction.

Sometimes there are traffic lights above multi-lane roads (so-called lane control lights). These control the traffic when there are multiple lanes.
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A green arrow pointing down indicates that the lane is open.
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A yellow flashing arrow pointing down and to the sideindicates that the lane should be exited in the shown direction.

[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/image50.png]

A red cross indicates that the lane is closed.

Quiz

1. MUST ALL TRAFFIC SIGNS BE FOLLOWED?


	Yes

	No, only the ones that apply to me



Correct answer

2. MUST ALL TRAFFIC SIGNS BE OBEYED?


	Yes

	No, only the ones that apply to me



Correct answer

3. WHAT SHAPE ARE DANGER SIGNS?


	Round

	Triangular

	Square



Correct answer

4. WHAT SHAPE ARE PROHIBITION SIGNS?


	Round

	Triangular

	Square



Correct answer

5. WHAT SHAPE ARE ORDER SIGNS?


	Round

	Triangular

	Square



Correct answer

6. WHAT COLOUR ARE ORDER SIGNS?


	Red, white

	Blue, red

	Blue, white



Correct answer

7. WHAT COLOUR ARE SIGNPOSTS TO THE MOTORWAY


	Blue

	Green

	White



Correct answer

8. WHERE IS THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION SIGN FOUND?
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	Before a town

	In a town

	At the end of a town



Correct answer

9. WHAT DOES IT MEAN IF A POLICE OFFICER IS STANDING ON A JUNCTION WITH ONE ARM HELD UP?


	Traffic from all directions stop

	Traffic in front stop

	Traffic behind stop



Correct answer

10. WHAT DOES IT MEAN IF A POLICE OFFICER IS STANDING ON A JUNCTION WITH BOTH ARMS OUTSTRETCHED TO THE SIDES?


	Stop before the junction for all directions

	Vehicles behind and in front stop



Correct answer

11. WHAT DOES A YELLOW FLASHING ARROW ABOVE A LANE ON THE MOTORWAY MEAN?


	This lane must be exited in the indicated direction

	The number of lanes will decrease

	There has been an accident in this lane



Correct answer

12. WHERE ARE YOU IF A RED SIGNAL IS FLASHING?


	At a traffic light that is not in service

	In front of a closed rail crossing

	In front of a working traffic light



Correct answer


4 BASIC MANOEUVRES

In this chapter you will be made familiar with the basic driving manoeuvres.

The following principle must be followed:

A driver who wishes to enter traffic, turn, or reverse must not obstruct or endanger other road users; they have priority. (SVG 36)

Learning objective of this section:   Theoretical knowledge for basic manoeuvres

Time needed:   20 minutes


4.1 STEERING

Steering a vehicle seems to generally be intuitive. Nevertheless, there are still a few points that need to be considered:


	Steer your vehicle with both hands. By doing so, you have better control and can react faster.

	You must never let go of the steering wheel when driving.

	‘Steer with your eyes’ – drive with foresight. Do not concentrate on obstructions and do not look back at a vehicle that you pass.

	Avoid large steering movements as these can cause your vehicle to skid.

	Do not drive too close to other vehicles. In other words: keep enough distance. A distance of two seconds to the vehicle in front is the required minimum. This is approximately half of the speed in metres. This is known as the ‘half-speed rule’: you should keep a distance equal to half your speedometer reading in metres* to the vehicle in front (e.g. if you are driving at 100 km/h, then you should keep a distance of at least 50 metres to the vehicle in front). Extra care should be taken on the motorway, as more distance is needed to take into account the higher speeds.
 * The speedometer is the gauge behind the steering wheel where the speed is displayed

 


4.2 INDICATING

The indicator lights are one of the most important means of communication with the world outside the vehicle.

Indicate early, but not too early, otherwise other drivers could be confused. The sooner you show your intentions, the sooner other road users can react to them. Avoid possible misunderstandings by not signalling incorrectly.

Every change of direction, even turning right, must be indicated. If you are on a main road that changes direction, then this should also be indicated.

There are various reasons to use an indicator. You should indicate for the following reasons:


	Changing lanes

	Moving over or merging

	Turning

	Overtaking (pulling out and back in)

	Turning manoeuvres

	Entering traffic

	Stopping

	Leaving a roundabout

	We recommend indicating a left turn on a roundabout as well*

 

*An example can make this clearer: imagine that you want to enter a roundabout. If you want to take the first exit on the right, then you should already be indicating right before you have joined the roundabout. If you want to turn left, then you theoretically need to indicate left. It is recommended to indicate left at first and then right when leaving the roundabout. This communicates clearly to other road users what you intend to do. The following rule of thumb might help you: “When turning right, I must indicate to the right from the start, otherwise I indicate to the left until I want to leave the roundabout. To carry on ahead I do not indicate when joining the roundabout. When leaving the roundabout I always indicate right”.


4.3 CHANGING LANES

Observe the traffic in your rear-view and side mirrors as well as looking to the sides. If you are unsure, you should repeat this. Show your intentions early enough by indicating and do not change lanes at the last moment. It is better to go the wrong way than to risk a dangerous lane change as this could cause an accident.


4.4 OVERTAKING

For overtaking there is the following motto: “Never overtake if in doubt!”.

Here it is also important to indicate in good time. When overtaking, no one may be obstructed or endangered. This also applies to pulling back in, which must also be indicated. To see if overtaking is possible, first check the rear-view and side mirrors and look to the side to check the blind spot.

Do not overtake if the speed difference between your vehicle and the one to be overtaken is less than 20 km/h. The smaller the difference in speed, the longer the overtaking distance.

To avoid a sideways collision, the following vehicle must check the mirrors and blind spot as well as indicate. Before overtaking a vehicle, the overtaking driver must be sure that he can complete the manoeuvre without obstructing or endangering oncoming traffic.

If you are being overtaken, you may not speed up. Otherwise the overtaking manoeuvre will take longer. If the overtaking driver has miscalculated the manoeuvre, help him by slowing down, shortening the manoeuvre and reducing the risk that oncoming traffic will be obstructed, forced to brake or endangered.

When overtaking vehicles with caterpillar tracks, a passing distance of at least one metre must be kept.

Overtaking is not allowed in the following situations:


	If the overtaking vehicle is currently overtaking another vehicle (except on a motorway with three or more lanes). Two wheeled vehicles are excluded from this rule.

	Before blind corners.

	Before blind summits.

	Vehicles that have stopped in front of a pedestrian crossing.



The overtaking distance can be mathematically calculated. It can be estimated with the following formula (this is relevant to the test):
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This formula can be recalculated with a few examples. Assume you are overtaking a vehicle that is travelling at 40 km/h, with a speed of 60 km/h. The speed difference is 20 km/h (60 km/h – 40 km/h). The faster speed of the two vehicles is 60 km/h. If you put this into the formula above, then you get an overtaking distance of 180 metres.
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4.5 TURNING

Prepare to turn early. If you prepare for the manoeuvre too late, then you will have too much to do at once. Do not indicate too early. Observe what is happening around you. It is important to keep an eye on all situations, not just what is happening in front of you. Generally you should always move over first. Your intentions are communicated to other road users not just with the indicators, but also where you have positioned yourself on the road as well as your speed. Moving over should not be done if markings, signs or signals from the police do not allow it.


4.6 TURNING AROUND

It is not allowed to turn around on the motorway, if there is poor oversight of the road or after a no turning sign. (VRV 17)

The no turning sign looks like this:

[image: image]

When turning around, you should stop on the right hand side of the road if possible (but not on the pavement). Reverse your vehicle first into a space or entrance in order to turn and go back in the direction that you came in.


4.7 PASSING

If two vehicles want to drive past each other, then they generally do so on the right. However, you must give way to an oncoming vehicle if there is an obstruction on your side.

In the situation that both vehicles want to turn left at a junction, the vehicles will pass each other on the left (see also right of way).


4.8 REVERSING/TURNING AROUND/SETTING OFF

When reversing, setting off and turning around, you are not allowed to obstruct any other road user. This means that all other road users have priority. Several important points come together and all must be considered:


	Make sure that no road users will be obstructed. Extra care should be taken if children are nearby and they have not seen the danger. Make sure that there is no one in your blind spot or below your line of sight.

	If there is a limited view behind you when reversing, then another person should help you.

	Reversing is only allowed at a walking pace.

	Do not forget that when reversing, especially when turning and reversing, the front of your vehicle will swing out. Pay attention to the front and rear of your vehicle.

	Reversing for long distances is only allowed if it is not possible to continue or turn around. (Art. 17 Abs. 3 VRV, valid from 01.01.2016)

	Reversing in a tunnel is strictly forbidden.



Here is a helpful tip to help you when reversing:


	Release your seatbelt and turn to the right, so that you have a good view through the rear window. The rear view mirror should only be checked briefly in between.



Quiz

1. WHAT SHOULD YOU DO TO MAKE SURE THAT YOU ARE NOT FORCED OUT OF YOUR LANE?


	Reduce speed before the curve

	Brake during the curve

	Change to a lower gear during the curve



Correct answer

2. WHEN PULLING OUT TO OVERTAKE, MUST YOU PAY ATTENTION TO OTHER TRAFFIC?


	Yes

	No, there is no law about this

	The driver behind must watch out



Correct answer

3. WHEN IS IT ALLOWED TO PULL BACK IN AFTER OVERTAKING?


	This is up to the driver

	Immediately after overtaking

	As soon as the overtaken vehicle would not be endangered



Correct answer

4. THE MAIN ROAD TURN RIGHT AND A SIDE ROAD IS STRAIGHT AHEAD. DO YOU NEED TO INDICATE THE CHANGE OF DIRECTION IF YOU WILL STAY ON THE MAIN ROAD?


	No, I will remain on the main road

	Yes, every change of direction must be indicated

	Yes, because straight ahead is the side road



Correct answer

5. YOU ARE TRAVELLING AT 80 KM/H. HOW FAR DO YOU NEED TO OVERTAKE A VEHICLE TRAVELLING AT 60 KM/H?


	230 metres

	320 metres

	390 metres



Correct answer

6. AT LEAST HOW LARGE SHOULD THE DIFFERENCE IN SPEED BE WHEN OVERTAKING?


	15 km/h

	20 km/h

	25 km/h



Correct answer

7. YOU WANT TO REVERSE BUT YOU VIEW IS OBSTRUCTED. DO YOU NEED A PERSON TO HELP YOU?


	No, the other road users must watch out for me

	Yes, I need a person to help me so that no one is obstructed or endangered

	Only if children are nearby



Correct answer

8. DO YOU NEED A PERSON TO HELP WHEN REVERSING?


	Yes, in heavy traffic

	Yes, but only on the motorway

	No, when reversing I do not need a person to help



Correct answer

9. ARE YOU ALLOWED TO LET GO OF THE STEERING WHEEL WHEN DRIVING?


	Yes, but only briefly

	No, under no circumstances



Correct answer


5 DRIVING ON MOTORWAYS AND MOTOR ROADS

Motorways and motor roads may only be used by vehicles that can reach 80 km/h and are allowed to do so. Mopeds, bicycles and pedestrians are not allowed on the motorway. Vehicles with spiked tyres are not allowed on motorways or motor roads.

A learner driver may drive on motorways and  motor roads once he is ready for the driving test (registration for the practical driving test is decisive here).

For motor vehicles under 3.5 tons on motorways and motor roads it is mandatory to have a road tax disc. This also applies to trailers. For safety reasons, passengers are not allowed to travel in trailers. A trailer could become detached from the towing vehicle.

Once on a motorway or motor road, it is easy to drive but there is the danger that you will lose concentration. One gets used to the higher speeds and underestimates the risks. The inexperienced driver must therefore be extra careful when leaving a motorway or motor road.

Motorways and motor roads may only be left at a signposted exit. Do not be afraid to use the deceleration lane as soon as it starts (when exiting). Normally you should first reduce speed and brake once in the deceleration lane.

Due to the higher speeds, it is strictly forbidden to reverse on motorways and motor roads.

Learning objective of this section: How to behave on motorways and motor roads.

Time needed: 15 minutes


5.1 MOTOR ROADS

[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/img014.png]


			The maximum speed for light motor vehicles with trailers up to 3.5 tonnes and without trailers on motor roads is 100 km/h.
		


5.2 MOTORWAYS
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Motorways generally have at least two lanes in each direction. No roads will cross or meet the motorways at the same height, meaning that other roads will be diverted over or under the motorway with a bridge or tunnel.

The speed limit on motorways is usually 120 km/h. For lorries and towing vehicles it is 80 km/h and for buses 100 km/h. For light motor vehicles with trailers up to 3.5 t, also 100 km/h.

For entering a motorway there is the following procedure: Observe the traffic on the motorway early and choose a suitable gap, accelerate, indicate, and join at a suitable moment. If it is not possible to join the motorway before the end of the acceleration lane, then you must continue on the hard shoulder until you can join. A vehicle on the acceleration lane does not have priority. It is there to allow vehicles joining the motorway to accelerate and adjust their speed to the flow of traffic.

Rear-end collisions are the main danger on motorways and the main cause is not enough distance between vehicles. You should always keep enough distance between you and the vehicle in front. As a rule of thumb you should keep at least half of the speed in metres (e.g. if you are travelling at 100 km/h, you should keep a distance of 50 metres). On motorways you should always drive in the right-hand lane. This also applies to three lane motorways. The left-hand lane should only be used for overtaking. Motor vehicles with trailers are only allowed to overtake in the middle (and not the left-hand) lane on three lane motorways. There is an exception to this rule: in heavy traffic it is allowed to drive in all lanes and merge lanes (indicated with lane control lights). It is also allowed to overtake on the right as long as no lane change will be made.

When pulling up to congestion where you will have to brake, you should turn on the hazard lights to warn following traffic of the danger.

Normally it is only allowed to overtake on the left on motorways. In the following situations, you are allowed to overtake on the right:


	Driving in parallel lines of traffic.

	On merge lanes (identified by lane control lights).

	In lanes where different destinations are signposted (e.g. your lane goes to Bern and the lane next to you goes to Zürich). After overtaking on the right in this situation, it is no longer allowed to change lanes.

	On acceleration lanes that are marked with double lines.

	On deceleration lanes exiting motorways or motor roads.



5.2.1 BEFORE OVERTAKING

Pay attention to the following points if you want to overtake another vehicle:


	Look behind you: rear view mirror, wing mirrors, and look to the side (in this order).

	Indicate.

	Check behind you (double check).

	Change lanes into the left-hand overtaking lane.



5.2.2 AFTER OVERTAKING

After you have overtaken the vehicle you can move back into the right-hand lane. Follow these steps to do so:


	Look in the wing mirrors.

	Look to the side.

	Indicate.

	Change lanes (back into the right-hand lane).



5.2.3 BREAKDOWN/ACCIDENT

A breakdown triangle must be put up at least 100 metres behind a broken down vehicle. To do so, you should walk back approximately 100 metres and put the triangle at the side of the road. This warns other road users of the upcoming danger. It must be put up in the event of a breakdown or accident.

Broken down vehicles may be towed only in the right-hand lane and as far as the next exit. The speed limit when towing a vehicle is 40 km/h. A tow rope may be no longer than 8 metres so that the distance between the towing and towed vehicles is not too great. When towing, the hazard lights should be turned on. Pushing the button in the car with the breakdown triangle symbol turns on the hazard lights. Both drivers must have a driving licence in the category of the broken down vehicle.

Yellow flashing lights at the side of the motorway warn of accidents or similar dangers.

After an accident, a corridor must be made between the lanes (vehicles in the left-hand lane move to the left and vice versa) so that police and rescue vehicles can reach the accident as fast as possible.

The scene of an accident must not be altered if possible. If the scene is dangerous, such as at rail crossings, if there is fast traffic or roads with poor overview, then the scene should be evacuated as fast as possible in order to avoid further accidents. If possible, the previous positions of the persons involved in the accident should be marked if possible.

Unconscious people should be put in the recovery position, so that they cannot choke on their own vomit.

People with possible spinal injuries should be put in the recovery position with great care.

If there is damage to parked cars and it is not possible to contact the owner, then the police must be informed, so that they can make contact.





  5.4 Driver Assistance Systems


  Since July 2024, the installation of certain driver assistance systems has been mandatory in all new vehicles in
    Switzerland.
    These systems serve not only to enhance driving comfort but, above all, to improve safety. Most accidents are
    actually attributable to human error.


  The driver assistance systems that must be installed in new vehicles in Switzerland are as follows:

  


  
    	Autonomous Emergency Braking

    	Lane Keeping Assist

    	Driver Drowsiness Warning

    	Reverse Parking Assist

    	Intelligent Speed Assistance

    	Accident Data Recorder

    	Emergency Brake Light

    	Alcohol Ignition Interlock

    	Protection Against Cyber Attacks

  

  

  Let’s look at each of these driver assistance systems in detail:


  

    

      
      Autonomous Emergency Braking:


      

        [image: Autonomous Emergency Braking]
      


      
        This safety system increases brake pressure in the event of an imminent collision or even initiates a full
          emergency stop.
          Most current systems detect not only other vehicles but also cyclists and pedestrians.

      


    


    

      
      Lane Keeping Assist:


      

        [image: Lane Keeping Assist]
      


      
        Lane Keeping Assist can detect lane markings and warn the driver if the vehicle drifts out of its lane.
          By applying gentle counter-steering, the system can also actively intervene in the driving process.

      


    


    

      
      Driver Drowsiness Warning:


      

        [image: Driver Drowsiness Warning]
      


      
        This system analyzes potential signs of reduced concentration.
          If fatigue is detected, it warns via visual, acoustic, or haptic signals (e.g., steering wheel vibration) of a
          possible microsleep.

      


    


    

      
      Reverse Parking Assist:


      

        [image: Reverse Parking Assist]
      


      
        This system supports the driver when reversing or parking. It uses sensors and/or camera information.
          Some reverse parking assists include an emergency braking function, but this is not mandatory.

      


    


    

      
      Intelligent Speed Assistance:
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        It alerts the driver to speeding via acoustic or visual signals, based on navigation data and traffic sign
          recognition.

      

    


    

      
      Accident Data Recorder:


      

        [image: Accident Data Recorder]
      


      
        It operates on the same principle as the black box in aircraft. The system records key information before
          and
          during an accident.
          Parameters include speed, acceleration, rollovers, and events such as airbag deployment.

      

    


    

      
      Emergency Brake Light:
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        This feature signals to following road users that the vehicle ahead is braking hard. When activated, the
          brake
          lights flash rapidly.
          Once the vehicle has slowed down, the hazard lights remain on to continue warning following traffic.

      

    


    

      
      Alcohol Ignition Interlock:


      
        [image: Alcohol Ignition Interlock]
      


      
        This system prevents the vehicle from starting if the driver is under the influence of alcohol.
          Legislation requires an interface to allow a device to measure breath alcohol concentration to be connected.
        

        The actual use of such an interlock applies only to individuals who are required to have it due to their
          behavior on the road.

      

    


    

      
      Protection Against Cyber Attacks:
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        To ensure the security of the vehicle’s electronic systems, protection against cyber attacks has been made
          mandatory for new vehicles.
          It systematically secures the vehicle’s electronics and keeps the software regularly up to date.

      

    

  


  The driver assistance systems listed above are mandatory only for newly registered vehicles. Older vehicles do
    not
    need to be retrofitted.


  Limitations:


  Driver assistance systems are not always fully effective under all conditions. Possible limitations include:


  
    	Missing or unclear lane markings, which can impair Lane Keeping Assist.

    	Adverse weather conditions such as heavy rain, snow, or fog that disturb camera and sensor technology,
      especially for camera-dependent systems.

    	Winding roads that make it more difficult for Lane Keeping Assist to detect and respond to lane lines.
    

  


  Drivers must therefore continue to maintain full control of the vehicle to fulfill their duty of care. Despite
    these modern systems, the usual safe following distances and regulations for reverse maneuvers still apply.











Quiz

1. I WANT TO DRIVE WITH MY CARAVAN ON THE MOTORWAY. DO I NEED TO BUY A TAX DISC IF I ALREADY HAVE ONE FOR MY CAR?


	Yes, it is mandatory for every vehicle and every trailer under 3.5 tons

	No, if the towing vehicle has a disc, then I do not need one for the trailer

	Only if the trailer weighs less than 3.5 tons



Correct answer

2. WHAT IS THE SPEED LIMIT ON motor roads FOR A LIGHT MOTOR VEHICLE?


	80 km/h

	90 km/h

	100 km/h



Correct answer

3. WHAT IS THE SPEED LIMIT ON MOTORWAYS FOR A LIGHT MOTOR VEHICLE?


	80 km/h

	100 km/h

	120 km/h



Correct answer

4. WHAT IS THE SPEED LIMIT ON motor roads FOR A LIGHT MOTOR VEHICLE WITH A TRAILER?


	80 km/h

	100 km/h

	120 km/h



Correct answer

5. WHAT IS THE SPEED LIMIT ON MOTORWAYS FOR A LIGHT MOTOR VEHICLE WITH A TRAILER?


	80 km/h

	100 km/h

	120 km/h



Correct answer

6. IN WHICH LANE SHOULD YOU DRIVE ON A THREE LANE MOTORWAY?


	In the far left-hand lane

	In the far right-hand lane

	In the middle lane



Correct answer

7. IN WHAT SITUATION IS IT ALLOWED TO OVERTAKE ON THE RIGHT ON A MOTORWAY?


	If someone is driving too slow in the left-hand lane

	On an acceleration lane

	Always



Correct answer

8. IN WHAT SITUATION IS IT ALLOWED TO OVERTAKE ON THE RIGHT ON A MOTORWAY?


	When driving in parallel lines of traffic

	Generally in merge lanes

	Never



Correct answer

9. IS IT NECESSARY TO INDICATE BEFORE PULLING BACK IN AFTER OVERTAKING?


	Yes

	No, pulling back in does not need to be indicated



Correct answer

10. HOW FAR BEHIND AN ACCIDENT ON THE MOTORWAY MUST THE BREAKDOWN TRIANGLE BE PUT UP?


	50 m

	100 m

	150 m



Correct answer

11. HOW FAR IS IT ALLOWED TO TOW A BROKEN DOWN VEHICLE ON THE MOTORWAY?


	To the destination

	To the next exit

	To the next service station



Correct answer


6 RIGHT OF WAY RULES

The same rules of priority apply to all motorised and non-motorised vehicles (including horse-drawn carriages and riders).

If a driver does not have the right of way, he must not obstruct or endanger another driver who does. He must adjust his speed early and stop before the junction starts, if he must wait.

Learning objective of the section: Learning the rules of priority. Once completed, you should be able to identify who has priority when looking at pictures and photos.

Time needed: 30 minutes


6.1 PRIORITY TO THE RIGHT

At junctions on secondary roads, a driver always has priority if he is approaching from the right. This rule can be overridden by a sign (SVG 36).

Before turning left, you must give way to oncoming vehicles. The following signs should always be observed, regardless of the general right of way rules:
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Junction with priority to the right

[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/img017.png]

No priority
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Stop sign.
 You do not have priority and must stop here.


6.2 ON MAIN ROADS

You have priority on main roads. The general priority to the right is overridden by special signs (see below) or by the police.

If you want to turn left, then you must give way to oncoming vehicles (SVG 36).
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Main road.
 You have priority, even if you are not approaching from the right.
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End of the main road.
 From here priority to the right starts again.
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Crossroads sign.
 This sign is found on secondary roads and indicates that you have priority at the next junction.
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Direction of the main road. 
 This sign indicates the layout of the main road. Vehicles on the main road have priority.


6.3 TRAFFIC CALMED AREAS

Traffic-calmed areas or home zones are specially designed areas primarily intended for pedestrians.
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Home zone.
 A residential area starts here. You must not drive faster than 20 km/h and you do not have priority over pedestrians.
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End of home zone.
 The zone ends here. The general rules of priority and speed limit apply again.

There are special rules:


	The speed limit is 20 km/h.

	Pedestrians have priority throughout the entire zone. Games and sports are allowed; however, vehicles must not be unnecessarily obstructed.

	It is only allowed to park in the marked parking spaces.




6.4 PEDESTRIANS

Pedestrians always have priority on pedestrian crossings. Priority must also be given if pedestrians are not yet on the road but it is clear that they want to cross it. You do not have to stop if it is not possible to do so in time before the crossing. Pedestrians not using a pedestrian crossing to cross the road do not have priority (except in a home zone).
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Pedestrian crossing.
 Pedestrians must cross here.
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Information sign for a pedestrian crossing.
 This sign is found at a pedestrian crossing.
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Warning sign for a pedestrian crossing.
 This sign is found a few metres in front of a pedestrian crossing and warns drivers of the crossing ahead.

If traffic is controlled with a traffic light, pedestrians on the side road have priority over turning vehicles. This does not apply if the traffic light allows turning with a green arrow and without amber flashing light.

Visually impaired people always have priority, even outside of pedestrian crossings if they indicate that they wish to cross the road by holding up their white stick.


6.5 PASSING

If passing is not possible on a narrow road, then vehicles that are towing always have priority over other vehicles.

Heavy motor vehicles have priority over light motor vehicles, buses over lorries.
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Give way to oncoming traffic.
 You do not have priority.
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Priority over oncoming vehicles.
 You have priority.

If two vehicles of the same type meet, the one closest to a lay-by must reverse. On roads with an incline, the one travelling downhill must reverse.

If passing is made difficult by an obstruction, then the vehicle with the obstruction on its side of the road must give way to the other vehicle.

If both vehicles have priority, then communication is necessary.


6.6 RAIL CROSSINGS

You should drive slowly coming up to unmanned rail crossings. If a train is approaching, the gates will close or a traffic light will flash. When you see this, you must stop and turn off the motor.

On and before rail crossings without gates, it is not allowed to overtake, except for cyclists and pedestrians as long as there is risk in doing so.

As long as no continuous central marking must be crossed and no sign indicates otherwise, it is allowed to overtake other vehicles on rail crossings with gates.

It is forbidden to park directly in front of a rail crossing. Within towns, at least 20 metres in front of the crossing must be kept free and outside of towns at least 50 metres.

You are generally allowed to stop directly in front of the closed gate. When driving a heavy motor vehicle outside of towns, you must stop 100 metres in front of the crossing so that other vehicles can overtake you.

The railway crossing sign is found at rail crossings without gates. On these crossing you will find the following signs:
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Rail crossing without gates.
 The rails are not separated from the road with a barrier.
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Rail crossing with gates.
 The rails are separated from the road with a barrier.
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Distance markers 
 before a rail crossing indicate how far it is to the crossing.
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Rail crossing with one track.
 This indicates how many tracks the crossing has.
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Rail crossing with two tracks.
 This indicates how many tracks the crossing has.
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Single and alternating flashing light.
 It is not allowed to continue as long as the light is flashing (the same as a red light).


6.7 TRAMS & BUSES

You must always give way to trams and keep the tracks free. You only have priority if a tram is joining a main road from a side road.
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Tram. 
 This sign indicates that the tram has priority.

A stationary tram may only be passed at a slow speed. Do not forget to watch out for pedestrians. When a tram has stopped it is usual that pedestrians will want to cross the road. (either to board the tram or cross the road after getting off).

If the tram has stopped at a traffic island then you may pass it slowly on the right. Without a traffic island you must stop and wait behind the tram. 2 metres distance must always be kept behind a stationary tram.

Driving between two traffic islands at a tram stop is allowed if the way is clear, if there is not keep right sign and if no tram is approaching.

Buses have the same right of way as all other vehicles and only have priority when they have stopped on the right-hand side within towns and want to set off again.


6.8 ROUNDABOUTS
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On roundabouts, vehicles approaching from the right have priority, regardless of if they are already in the traffic or not. This means that you must wait if a vehicle on the left has not yet joined the roundabout. Entering and staying on a roundabout does not need to be indicated. Leaving a roundabout must always be indicated with the right-hand indicator. As already described in a previous section, we recommend indicating a change of direction to the left in order to avoid misunderstandings. It is also advisable to indicate an exit to the right before joining the roundabout.
 Example: Imagine you are in front of a roundabout and want to turn left. You are not required to indicated before joining the roundabout but we recommend indicating to the left and then to the right when you want to exit. This clearly communicates to other road users what you intend to do.
 There is a general tendency to replace traffic lights and junctions with roundabouts. In the last few years, many roundabouts have been built. Special care should therefore be taken as not all drivers have the same experience with roundabouts.

Tip: It is better to use the indicators too much than too little.


6.9 SPECIAL RULES OF PRIORITY

If vehicles from all directions arrive at the same time at a junction, then there is no clear rule as to who has priority. The drivers must communicate with hand signals (VRV 14).

In the following situations you do not have priority: if you are coming out of a factory, courtyard or garage entrance or from a country lane, bike lane, parking space, petrol/gas station or similar. Also if you must go over a pavement to join a road, you must give way to other road users. If necessary, you should get someone to help you turn (VRV 15). These rules also apply to horse riders and carriages.

All road users must give way to vehicles from the fire service, ambulances and police if they have blue flashing lights and sirens on. This applies even if a traffic light tells you to do something else.

In certain situations it may be necessary to drive onto the pavement. Be careful not to injure any pedestrians. The law dictates that a distance of at least 100 metres must be kept behind such vehicles (VRV 16).

Quiz

1. DO THE SAME RULES OF PRIORITY APPLY TO ALL VEHICLES?


	Yes, the rules apply to all motorised and non-motorised vehicles

	No, motor vehicles have priority

	No, non-motorised vehicles have priority



Correct answer

2. DO YOU ALWAYS HAVE PRIORITY AT A GREEN LIGHT?


	Yes

	No, fire service, ambulances and the police always have priority

	No, fire service, ambulance and the police always have priority if they have blue flashing lights and sirens on.



Correct answer

3. AT A JUNCTION WITHOUT A TRAFFIC LIGHT, DOES THE VEHICLE APPROACHING FROM THE RIGHT ALWAYS HAVE PRIORITY?


	No, it depends on the signs

	Yes, generally priority to the right is in effect

	No, communication is needed to decide who has priority



Correct answer

4. WHO HAS PRIORITY WHEN TURNING LEFT ON A MAIN ROAD?


	The oncoming traffic

	I have priority because I am already on the main road

	There is no rule of priority here



Correct answer

5. IF VEHICLES FROM ALL DIRECTIONS MEET AT THE SAME TIME AT A JUNCTION, WHO HAS PRIORITY?


	The largest vehicle

	Communication with hand signals is needed to decide

	I take the initiative and continue



Correct answer

6. WHO HAS PRIORITY IN A RESIDENTIAL AREA?


	There is no special rule

	Pedestrians

	Motorised traffic



Correct answer

7. WHO HAS PRIORITY WHEN YOU ARE COMING OUT OF A FABRIC ENTRANCE ON THE RIGHT?


	I do because I am approaching from the right

	Traffic from the left because I am coming out of an entrance

	There is no rule of priority here



Correct answer

8. DOES A PEDESTRIAN AT A PEDESTRIAN CROSSING HAVE PRIORITY?


	Yes, pedestrians always have priority at crossings

	Yes, but only if he gives me a hand signal

	No, pedestrians must watch out for car drivers



Correct answer

9. A PEDESTRIAN IS CROSSING THE ROAD BUT NOT ON A PEDESTRIAN CROSSING. DOES HE HAVE PRIORITY?


	Yes, pedestrians always have priority

	No



Correct answer


7 STOPPING

Learning objective of this section:  Where it is allowed to stop.

Estimated time:  5 minutes


Before you stop, you must watch out for the traffic following you. Abrupt braking and stopping is only allowed in emergencies.

When stopping, you are not allowed to obstruct or endanger the traffic.
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No stopping.
 Stopping without necessity is not permitted here.
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Pedestrian crossing with no stopping line.
 You are not allowed to voluntarily stop here (of course you can stop and wait for pedestrians to cross).

If possible, you should always park off the roadway. You are only allowed to stop on the left-hand side of the road if:


	Parking or stopping on the right-hand side is forbidden with a sign

	On narrow roads with little traffic

	On one-way streets

	If a tram line runs on the right-hand side



Parking is not allowed in these situations:


	In front of signs, if they will be hidden

	At places with poor overview of the road

	In tunnels (also not at stopping places in tunnels)

	On motorways or motor roads

	On merge lanes

	On rail crossings

	In underpasses

	On bottlenecks and next to obstructions on the road

	On pedestrian crossings

	Closer than 5 metres to junctions or pedestrian crossings without stopping lines

	On junctions

	Where a sign forbids stopping



When stopping next to safety lines or double lines, at least 3 metres must remain free, as the average motor vehicle is 2.6 metres wide (without mirrors).

Quiz

1. WHERE IS STOPPING NOT ALLOWED?


	Where parking is also not allowed

	In tunnels

	On one-way streets



Correct answer

2. WHERE IS STOPPING NOT ALLOWED?


	On rail crossings

	In residential areas

	Outside of parking spaces



Correct answer


8 PARKING

Learning objective of this section: Theoretical knowledge about parking

Time needed: 20 minutes


Parking means stopping a vehicle not just to let someone get in or out, or to load or unload goods.

Parking is not allowed in the following situations (VRV 19):


	Where stopping is not allowed

	On main roads outside of towns

	On main roads within towns, if there is not enough space remaining for two motor vehicles to pass

	On cycle lanes or on the road next to cycle lanes

	Closer than 50 metres to a rail crossing outside of towns and 20 metres within towns

	On bridges

	In front of entrances to other people's buildings or property
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Parking allowed
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Parking disc zone

[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/img042.png]

End of parking disc zone
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Paid parking
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Distance and direction of parking
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Car park
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No parking

Only disabled people or vehicles for disabled transport may use disabled parking spaces and a disabled card must be displayed in the windscreen.

When parking on pavements, at least 1.5 metres free space must be left for pedestrians.

Every vehicle must be secured against theft and from rolling away.


8.1 REVERSE PARKING TO THE RIGHT

Reverse parking to the right can be difficult at first. These tips can help you:


	The distance at the side should be about 1 car width.

	As soon as the rear axle meets the first line of the parking space, turn the steering wheel all the way to the right.

	Once the vehicle is in the parking space, turn the steering wheel back straight.




8.2 PARALLEL PARKING

Parallel parking can also be challenging. The following steps should be followed:


	Stop parallel to the vehicle that is already parked

	Keep a side distance of about 0.5 metres

	Put the front wheels straight

	Reverse until the rear axle is level with the end of the other vehicle

	Turn the steering wheel all the way to the right

	Steer the car to a 45° angle

	While moving slowly, quickly steer the wheels back to the left

	Correct if necessary



Quiz

1. WHAT IS PARKING?


	Stopping a vehicle, but not just to let someone get in or out

	Stopping a vehicle to load goods

	Stopping and turning off the motor



Correct answer

2. WHERE IS PARKING NOT ALLOWED?


	Where stopping is also not allowed

	Outside of car parks

	On private property



Correct answer


9 LAWS OF PHYSICS

When driving a car, it is important that you are aware of physical limits. A certain understanding of gravity, kinetic energy, and stopping distances can help you make decisions. In this section we will briefly look at the most important laws of physics.

Learning objective of this section:   Minimum knowledge of the laws of physics that apply to driving.

Time needed: 20 minutes


9.1 GRAVITY

Gravity is a force that we meet every day. You might be tempted to ask what role gravity plays when driving a car. The answer is simple.

Think about what happens when you drive up or down a hill. Gravity is the force that brakes the car going uphill and pulls the car going downhill.

When driving uphill you will eventually have to change down gears. When driving downhill, the braking distance will be increased and more demand made of the brakes. As a rule of thumb you should drive downhill in the same gear that you drive uphill. Please be aware that the brake discs can heat up greatly, causing a reduction in the braking power. Therefore you should never brake consistently for a long period of time. Instead, you should brake and then let the vehicle roll. Do not overestimate yourself or your vehicle. If you are aware of potential danger, you can react before it becomes dangerous. It is a fact that good drivers hardly need to brake, except in emergencies.


9.2 KINETIC ENERGY

Kinetic energy is energy from bodies that are moving.

The heavier and faster a car is, the greater the kinetic energy produced. This energy must be removed by braking. The process of braking turns the kinetic energy into heat, which warms up the brakes and will make them ineffective if they are allowed to overheat. Therefore the brakes should be used sparingly yet precisely.

Here is an example:

If a 1000 kg car is travelling at 50 km/h, then there is the same amount of energy that would allow a person weighing 80 kg to jump 123 metres high.

If the same vehicle travels at 100 km/h, there is enough energy for the person to jump approximately 492 metres high. Therefore it is said that this energy is not linear but exponential (the exact formula below is not relevant for the driving test)*.
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The created energy increases to the power of two with speed.

 

In general the kinetic energy (T) is created from half of the product of the mass of the vehicle (m) and the speed squared (v2). Mass is usually given in kg, the speed in metres per second (m/s) and the kinetic energy in joules (J). This can be expressed as an algebraic formula:
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If for example a vehicle with a mass m=1000 kg has a speed of v=100 km/h, the following energy is created:
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9.3 STOPPING DISTANCE

If it is not possible for two vehicles to pass each other, you must be able to stop within half of the visible distance. If passing is possible, you need to be able to stop within the visible distance.

To calculate stopping distance, two components are brought together:


	1. Reaction time (reaction distance)

	2. Braking distance




	Reaction time varies from person to person and depends on many factors such as attention, tiredness, stress, alcohol, physical, and mental fitness. Reaction distance is made up of reaction time and speed. The faster you are driving, the longer the reaction distance. The average person needs a second to react (recognising the danger, making a decision, reacting). Studies in Germany showed that the fastest person tested had a reaction time of 1.2 seconds! Therefore it is recommended to be prepared to brake more in unpredictable situations in order to reduce the reaction time.

	When you start to brake, all of the kinetic energy needs to be turned into heat. The distance that your vehicle travels after starting to brake, is the braking distance.



The distance that a vehicle travels between the danger appearing and stopping completely is calculated from the sum of the braking distance and the reaction distance (both calculated in metres: the formula is relevant to the test). The formula for the stopping distance looks like this:
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Example: If you are in a car that is travelling at 100 km/h and you have a reaction time of 30 metres, then your stopping distance is 130 metres. This is the result when you put the following numbers into the formula above:
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How do we know the braking distance? To calculate this distance, we must divide the speed in km/h by 10 and square it. This only applies to “normal” situations. The formula for braking distance looks like this:
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Example: If you are travelling at 80 km/h, then the braking distance is 64 metres. This is the result of putting the following numbers into the above formula.
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To be able to calculate the stopping distance, we still need to calculate the reaction distance. The following applies to reaction distance:

At a speed of 10 km/h, a vehicle will travel approximately 3 metres per second.

This takes us to the following formula for reaction distance:
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Example 1: At a speed of 50 km/h the reaction distance is 15 metres. If the numbers are put into the above formula it looks like this:
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Assuming you need 2 seconds to react, then the reaction distance amounts to (15 x 2 =) 30 metres. In clear text this means that you will travel 30 metres until you even start to brake. This distance must of course be considered as part of the braking distance. Therefore braking distance as well as reaction distance both belong to the stopping distance:
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Here is some important additional information:


	The reaction distance increases proportionally to speed.

	The braking distance depends on speed, the condition of the road and the vehicle (brakes, tyres, suspension).

	In good conditions the braking distance is reduced by a quarter.

	If speed is doubled, the braking distance increases by four!




9.4 DEFORMATION FORCES

During an impact, so called deformation forces come into effect. These forces correspond to the kinetic energy that has not been removed by braking. If you hit a wall when travelling at 50 km/h, this is equivalent to falling from 123 metres high (compare this to the part above about kinetic energy).

Never forget: if you drive irresponsibly then your moving vehicle becomes a deadly weapon.
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*Here is a mathematical representation of the applied formula for those of you that like physics (not relevant for the driving test!):

Quiz

1. IS THE BRAKING DISTANCE AT 100 KM/H TWICE AS LONG AS THE BRAKING DISTANCE AT 50 KM/H?


	Yes, the braking distance doubles

	No, at twice the speed, the braking distance increases by three

	No, at twice the speed, the braking distance increases by four



Correct answer

2. HOW CAN YOU INFLUENCE THE REACTION DISTANCE?


	By stepping on the brake pedal as hard as possible

	Tiredness, drugs, and alcohol increase the reaction time, which leads to an increased reaction distance

	Drugs, alcohol, stress, or being overtired do not influence reaction time or reaction distance



Correct answer

3. DOES GRAVITY PLAY A ROLE WHEN DRIVING A VEHICLE?


	No, gravity only plays a role in physics

	Yes, gravity effects how my vehicle behaves



Correct answer

4. WHAT IS RELEVANT TO CALCULATING STOPPING DISTANCE?


	Speed, ability to react

	Only speed and tyres

	Speed, ability to react, road conditions, tyres



Correct answer

5. WHICH FACTORS CAN YOU INFLUENCE TO KEEP THE REACTION DISTANCE AS SHORT AS POSSIBLE?


	Reaction time

	Speed, braking distance

	Braking distance, tyres



Correct answer

6. HOW LONG IS THE STOPPING DISTANCE WHEN TRAVELLING AT 50 KM/H ON A DRY ROAD?


	Approximately 28 metres

	Approximately 30 metres

	Approximately 34 metres



Correct answer

7. HOW LONG IS THE STOPPING DISTANCE WHEN TRAVELLING AT 60 KM/H ON A DRY ROAD?


	Approximately 30 metres

	Approximately 38 metres

	Approximately 45 metres



Correct answer

8. HOW MUCH DOES THE BRAKING DISTANCE INCREASE IF YOU DOUBLE THE SPEED?


	By half

	It doubles

	It quadruples (x 4)



Correct answer

9. HOW MUCH DOES THE BRAKING DISTANCE INCREASE ON A WET ROAD?


	It quadruples

	It triples

	By half



Correct answer


10 DEFENSIVE DRIVING

This chapter is concerned with safe driving. Good drivers are able to anticipate risks and react accordingly. As already mentioned, knowledge of when one should and should not drive is an important decision to reduce risk.

Learning objective of this section: We will give thought to how you can become a safe driver.

Time needed: 20 minutes


10.1 RISK ASSESSMENT

The better your ability to anticipate risk and deal with it appropriately, the smaller the chance that you will be involved in an accident.

Risk assessment is not an exact science. We will introduce you to five points that can help you drive safely:


	Observe everything around you.
 It is important that you always keep an eye on your environment. Look ahead as far as possible. This makes it possible to react as soon as possible to traffic signs or oncoming traffic. You will also be in a position to see possible problems in advance. Always look again to the left and right and do not forget to check the rear-view and side mirrors. The faster you drive, the more important it is that you have a wide field of vision or look far ahead.

	Observe all movements.
 As a driver, you must keep an eye on the movements of the vehicles in front of you, the movements of the oncoming traffic, the children at the side of the road, the pedestrians, the cyclists, and even parked cars (that may be about to pull out into the traffic). Equally, you should observe junctions (regardless of who has priority), entrances, exits, and driveways near to the roadside. By doing so you will avoid surprises.

	Learn to recognise potential dangers.
 It is often minor details that help you to anticipate dangers. Watch out for vehicles that are driving too fast and also for drivers who are always changing lanes. Watch out for drivers that are distracted for any reason. Be cautious when you notice that there is a driver in front of you who is not familiar with the area. Pay attention to braking lights and indicator lights. Also pay attention to people sitting in parked cars. Also watch out for bicycles. Even bouncing or lying balls can be dangerous. As the driver, you take all responsibility for your journey.

	Avoid risks.
 As a driver you make decisions all the time. For each one there are always multiple options. The decision that you make will eventually be based on your habits or the relevant situation. Make it a habit to minimise risks. This spares your nerves and fuel, and you will usually reach your destination faster.

	Decide to take the safe route.
 Becoming a good driver also means taking the safe route. Experience is the best teacher for this. Often common sense will tell you what is safe. Your driving instructor will be able to teach you an initial wealth of experience.

 


10.2 AVOIDING ACCIDENTS

Nearly all accidents can be avoided by paying proper attention. Try to see dangers early and then aim to reduce risk.


	Adjust your speed: Match your speed to the road, traffic and visibility conditions. The signposted speed limit must never be exceeded. You should especially control your speed when children are nearby. Children are often not paying attention and unpredictable.

	Driving in heavy traffic: Adjust your speed. It is harder to stop safely in heavy traffic.



How much is the fine for speeding?
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	Adjust to the traffic: Accidents can happen by driving faster or slower than the rest of the traffic. By driving too fast, you must constantly overtake other drivers. Driving like this only saves you a couple of minutes on your journey. Driving too slowly will provoke other drivers to overtake you. If you must drive slowly for any reason, then you should pull over often to allow others to overtake you.

	Keep a safe distance: You need a certain distance to stop safely. The faster you drive, the more distance you should keep to the vehicle in front. As a rule of thumb there is the “two second rule”. The distance that you travel in two seconds is the same number as half of your speed in metres and is the minimum distance that you should keep behind the vehicle in front.



Using a navigation device must never distract a driver.


10.3 EMERGENCY BRAKING TECHNIQUES

Correct braking can be the difference between life and death. Fast reactions, knowing when you should brake heavily and how to steer are the important elements of emergency braking.

Emergency braking should always be applied progressively. This means that the driver steps abruptly on the brake and releases a very small amount to avoid skidding the front wheels. One releases the brake lightly to make it possible to steer if necessary. Skidding wheels can no longer be steered because they are held in place by the brake pads (one speaks here of separating the risk factors).

In a perfect world a good driver will never be in the situation where emergency braking is needed. This can of course only happen if he looks far enough ahead to recognise dangerous situations before they have even started.

ABS (antilock braking system)

When emergency braking you should step abruptly on the brake pedal as far as it can move. The ABS watches each wheel and if one begins to skid, the brake on this wheel is released for a split second and then reapplied. With ABS you can still steer despite heavy braking and therefore you will not be forced to release the brakes. ABS does not override the laws of physics. It only helps you to stop as fast as possible. Be careful: ABS can make the braking distance longer than without it!

Without ABS, braking is more sensitive. Always look in the direction of travel. This means that you should look past the obstruction. Look for an exit route with your eyes. To steer, it is best to release the brakes a small amount but only so much to stop the front wheels skidding. Then, straighten up and brake as before. Be aware: releasing the brakes when the steering is at full lock will cause the vehicle to immediately react and change direction, which can lead to an uncontrollable skid.

You should absolutely practice the braking techniques under the professional guidance so that you can effectively use them in an emergency. Ask your driving instructor about this. You cannot avoid practicing this anyway, as it is mandatory as part of the two-phase training introduced in Switzerland in 2005. On the first day of this two day training all students practice emergency braking on a purpose made road.

Mastering emergency braking does not give a driver a free pass for fast or risky driving! Vehicle control must be practiced repeatedly.


10.4 ASSESSING CORNERS

There is a great danger that a new driver will drive too fast into a curve. All of a sudden he lacks practical experience. Follow these tips:


	Drive around corners slower than you think is necessary

	If you must brake, then brake before you are in the corner

	Braking in the corner can cause your vehicle to skid

	Looking far ahead is not possible on winding roads and this is a reason to drive slower




10.5 EQUIPMENT PROBLEMS

10.5.1 WIDE TYRES

Although wide tyres look better, they offer less grip due to the larger footprint. Vehicles with wide tyres can be made to skid easier (the larger the contact patch between tyre and road surface, the smaller the pressure per cm2).

10.5.2 ABS

As mentioned, the braking distance of vehicles with ABS (anti-lock braking system) can be considerably longer than that of vehicles without it. The advantage of ABS is that the vehicle can still be steered when braking.

10.5.3 LOWERED SUSPENSION AND SPORTS CARS

Lowering the suspension is absolutely justified and makes sense for racing cars. For road traffic it is unnecessary and can be very dangerous. Due to the short (suspension) travel and hard damping, uneven road surfaces cannot be absorbed as effectively. The vehicle can jump. The grip is reduced. You should therefore abstain from lowered suspension.
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10.6 HOW TO BEHAVE IN AN ACCIDENT

If an accident happens, then all involved must stop immediately. There are various points to observe:


	Traffic must be made safe so that no further accidents can happen (secure the area and set up hazard triangles). It may be necessary to control the traffic (at junctions or on narrow roads).

	The police must be called if someone has been injured (except minor injuries like grazes or bruises). The police must also be called if you cannot deal with the danger yourself. Those involved may only leave the scene of the accident once the facts have been clarified, except if they need or are getting help. The telephone number for the police in emergencies is 117 in Switzerland and internationally 112.

	Provide first aid (as far as is reasonable) and call the police as well as an ambulance.

	If there is an accident on a rail crossing, the rail authorities must immediately be informed.

	Please be aware that an accident is not entertainment! Anyone who stops at an accident or parks nearby to observe and not help makes himself punishable by law.



Note the following order:


	Secure the traffic

	Tend to the injured

	Inform the police



Quiz

1. WHAT PROBLEM IS THERE WITH WIDE TYRES?


	Wide tyres do not cause any problems

	The larger footprint reduces the pressure, which causes reduced grip

	There is no problem with wide tyres. With wide tyres a vehicle cannot roll onto its side and faster speeds are possible



Correct answer

2. WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF ABS?


	With ABS, tyres cannot skid and the vehicle can still be steered during braking

	ABS always reduces the braking distance

	With ABS it is possible to drive faster because it is possible to brake more effectively



Correct answer

3. YOU ARE INVOLVED IN AN ACCIDENT AND WERE LUCKY – YOU AND YOUR VEHICLE ARE INTACT. ARE YOU ALLOWED TO IMMEDIATELY CONTINUE WITH YOUR JOURNEY?


	No, I may only continue once the facts have been clarified

	Yes, I can continue because I do not have any claims

	Yes, because others will care for the injured and the police are on the way



Correct answer

4. ARE YOU PUNISHABLE BY LAW IF YOU STOP AT THE SCENE OF AN ACCIDENT WITHOUT HELPING?


	Not if I am not obstructing anyone

	Not if I have parked my vehicle nearby

	Yes



Correct answer

5. YOU ARE FORCED INTO EMERGENCY BRAKING.


	I step abruptly on the brake pedal. If the front wheels start to skid, I release the brake a small amount, so that the vehicle stops

	I step abruptly on the brake pedal, let go, brake again etc., until the vehicle stops (intermittent braking)



Correct answer

6. YOU ARE DRIVING TOWARDS A TIGHT CORNER. WHERE DO YOU REDUCE YOUR SPEED?


	Before the corner

	As soon as the corner begins

	In the corner



Correct answer

7. YOU ARE DRIVING TOO FAST IN A CORNER. WHAT DO YOU DO?


	I brake immediately

	I accelerate to leave the corner as fast as possible

	I remove my foot from the accelerator pedal and try to stay on track



Correct answer


11 OTHER ROAD USERS

As a road user you share the road with the rest of the traffic. As a good driver you should ignore the mistakes of other road users. It is good to assume that everyone is trying his or her best. You should also be aware that even you make mistakes when driving. It does not help to get unnecessarily irritated by mistakes made by other drivers. It is far better to concentrate on driving correctly.

Learning objective of this section: You will learn the limitations of other road users (not just car drivers) and how you can deal with them.

Time needed: 20 minutes


11.1 BICYCLES, MOPEDS, MOTORBIKES
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You must pay special attention to two-wheeled vehicles. They can easily be overlooked. Often they will be hidden behind other vehicles because they are so small. Extra attention is needed before turning right or changing lanes. Accidents with two-wheeled vehicles usually lead to serious injuries because they are not protected from heavy falls. Always expect there to be a hidden two-wheeled vehicle. Dangerous situations arise when parking and getting out at the side of the road. Before opening the door it is essential to look in the wing mirrors and check the blind spot*. Any cyclist passing you in this moment will thank you.

11.2 AMBULANCES, POLICE, FIRE SERVICE

Absolutely all road users must give way to the fire service, ambulances, and police if they have flashing blue lights. This applies even if the traffic rules and traffic lights suggest something else. A distance of at least 100 metres must be kept behind such vehicles. It is recommended to keep the volume of your radio low so that you can hear the siren of one of these vehicles in enough time (VRV 14).


11.3 LORRIES AND BUSES

Due to their size and weight, lorries and buses are not as agile as smaller vehicles. Drivers of heavy vehicles must drive with more foresight. Only by doing so can they recognise and react to dangerous situations, which are often caused by smaller vehicles.

You can help drivers of heavy vehicles to avoid problems by following these tips:
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	Do not overtake a heavy vehicle if it is turning.

	Do not enter a junction if a heavy vehicle is turning.

	Avoid driving in the blind spot of a heavy vehicle.

	Do not pull up too close, or in other words: keep your distance to the vehicle in front. The driver of a heavy vehicle cannot see you if you keep too short a distance.

	If you have overtaken a heavy vehicle, you should not reduce your speed without a good reason, as this will force the heavy vehicle to either brake or to overtake.

	Heavy vehicles can be up to 19 metres long. You therefore need a much longer overtaking distance.

	Flash your lights if you have been overtaken by a heavy vehicle or bus. This signals to the driver that it is safe to pull back in and he will almost certainly be grateful.

	On long descents, heavy vehicles must drive slowly in order to avoid overheating the brakes. You should account for this, especially on motorways, which is why lorries only drive between 30 and 50 km/h on steep inclines.

	Never stop on an escape lane. The escape lane is there for lorries whose brakes have failed. (Escape lanes are found on steep inclines, they are especially signposted and should not be confused with the hard shoulder.)

	On winding roads heavy vehicles must often counter steer. Be kind and make sure that a heavy vehicle does not need to stop. A lorry or coach needs much more energy to drive on a mountain than a passenger car or a motorbike.



Motor vehicles with yellow flashing lights warn of an exceptional load that is following them (oversize, heavy). In this case speed should be reduced.

*The blind spot is the area not visible when you look in the wing mirrors. If, for example, you are being overtaken, the other vehicle will at first be visible in the wing mirrors and then only visible if you look left out of the window. Between the wing mirror and window the vehicle will pass through the blind spot where it is not visible in the wing mirrors or looking behind. If you were to change lanes in this moment, then you would drive directly into the other vehicle and cause an accident. Therefore it is important after looking in the wing mirrors to not just look left out of the window but to turn your head and look as far behind as possible. This ensures that no one is in your blind spot. Many accidents happen because the blind spot was not checked! The same action is recommended when opening a door.

Quiz

1. ON A ROAD WITH RIGHT OF WAY, DO YOU ALWAYS HAVE PRIORITY?


	Yes

	No, fire service, ambulances and police always have priority

	No, fire service, ambulances and police with blue flashing lights and sirens on always have priority



Correct answer

2. WHY CAN IT BE DANGEROUS TO DRIVE FOR A LONG TIME NEXT TO A HEAVY VEHICLE?


	If I drive in the blind spot, the driver cannot see me

	The heavy vehicle must counter steer before a curve

	Some of the load could fall off



Correct answer

3. A HEAVY VEHICLE IS OVERTAKING YOU. HOW CAN YOU HELP THE DRIVER?


	By flashing the lights to indicate when it is safe to pull back in

	By sounding the horn to indicate when it is safe to pull back in



Correct answer

4. YOU ARE DRIVING ON A MOTORWAY WITH A STEEP INCLINE. WHAT SHOULD YOU WATCH OUT FOR?


	Speed

	Slow moving lorries

	The next curve



Correct answer

5. WHERE DO YOU FIND ESCAPE LANES?


	Alongside motorways

	On motorways where there is a steep incline



Correct answer

6. WHEN ARE YOU ALLOWED TO USE AN ESCAPE LANE?


	If I have a breakdown

	If my brakes fail



Correct answer

7. WHAT CAN CAUSE BRAKE FAILURE?


	Overheating the brakes from consistent braking

	Poor braking

	Rain and snow



Correct answer


12 DRIVING UNDER DIFFERENT CONDITIONS

Poor visibility as well as a wet or snow-covered road often make driving difficult. On one hand, safe driving depends on your skills, but also on your ability to correctly assess situations. What's more, an important aspect is the condition of your car, especially the tyres. In this chapter we will consider traffic situations that often arise.

Learning objective of this section:   Learn about the dangers of poor road conditions.

Time needed: 20 minutes


12.1 DRIVING AT NIGHT

Driving at night is more dangerous because you can only see parts of your environment. This greatly reduces your ability to perceive dangerous situations. There is also increased danger of meeting a drunk driver at night. It is therefore advisable to drive with more caution at night.

You should pay attention to these tips:


	You should drive only so fast that you could still stop within the visible distance of your headlights.

	Keeping enough distance to the vehicle in front spares your nerves and you can better see what is going on around you.

	If a vehicle is approaching, look along the right-hand side of the road. You should avoid looking into the lights of the oncoming vehicle. You should not look too far to the right, as otherwise you will not be able to see unlit pedestrians or cyclists in time.

	Only use the full beam headlights if the traffic situation allows it. Your speed should still allow you to stop within the visible distance of the headlights. Avoid dazzling oncoming vehicles or those in front of you. Switch immediately to dimmed headlights if other vehicles are visible. Especially new drivers often forget this and dazzle other drivers. The minimum illumination of a headlight is 100 metres but must be dimmed no later than 200 metres before passing another vehicle.




12.2 DRIVING AT TWILIGHT
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Briefly before sunrise or sunset the sun is so low in the sky that you and other road users will be dazzled by its rays. Therefore it is advisable to take sunglasses with you. Be aware that oncoming traffic will be dazzled if you have the sun behind you.

At these times of day it is much harder to drive. You can still see something but often only silhouettes. It can also be harder to recognise moving objects.

Since the 1st January 2014 it is mandatory in Switzerland to have lights on when driving during the day. This applies to all motor vehicles, including those with two wheels. Driving with dimmed headlights or daytime running lights makes you more visible to other road users. The lights will either be automatically turned on or you must manually turn them on.

In tunnels, at twilight or in poor weather it remains as up to now obligatory to turn on the dimmed headlights. Illumination with daytime running lights is in these situations not enough because on the one hand they are too weak and on the other hand they only point forwards.

Tip: A clean windscreen makes driving in darkness easier. You will not be dazzled as quickly and have a better view.


12.3 DRIVING IN FOG

[image: http://web.edriver.ch/content/e_driver/lectures/images/img055.png]

Fog reduces the visibility and reflects light. In fog you should not use the headlights as they can reduce the visibility even more. If you are being dazzled by oncoming vehicles then look along the right-hand side of the road. The white line painted at the side will help you to stay in your lane.

In fog it is harder to judge distances.

As in all situations where visibility is reduced, you should adjust your speed to the conditions. If the fog is so thick that you can no longer see dangers, then it is advisable to stop where it is safe. This place must be far enough away from the road so as not to endanger other vehicles.

Fog lights

Front and rear fog lights may not always be used. Only use them when visibility is less than 50 metres due to fog, snowfall or heavy rain. Rear fog lights dazzle and should only be used if there is no vehicle behind you. If a vehicle can be seen, then they should be turned off otherwise you will dazzle other road users.


12.4 DRIVING IN RAIN AND ON WET ROADS

Driving in rain or on wet roads can be dangerous. Visibility is reduced and the braking distance increased. The road can become slippery due to the mixture of dust, water and oil. If you drive too fast, aquaplaning can occur. This means that the tyres no longer roll on the road but on a layer of water that is between the tyres and road. Tyres with little profile are bad at displacing water on the road surface. Aquaplaning is extremely dangerous because the driver no longer has control over his vehicle. Steering and braking is impossible in this situation.

In rain and on wet roads more care is therefore needed.


12.5 DRIVING IN WINTER

Driving in snow is dangerous for the same reasons as driving in rain. Visibility can be greatly reduced in snowfall. On top of this, light can be reflected by snow and dazzle you.
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Depending on the type of snow, the grip is reduced.

Be extremely cautious when driving on snow-covered roads and observe the following points:


	Drive slowly

	Recognise possible dangers early

	No sudden steering

	No heavy braking

	No sudden acceleration

	Drive with dimmed headlights on

	Keep a large distance to the vehicle in front.



Driving on icy roads demands great care and lots of experience. A vehicle becomes uncontrollable on ice. Ice itself can have different effects. Be especially careful:


	On bridges: Due to cold air, the temperatures on a bridge can be much lower and ice can form (ice starts to form already at +3° C).

	In shadows: In shadows the temperature is also lower and lets ice form faster.

	On heavily used junctions: Snow can be compacted by heavy traffic in such a way that it will turn into ice. Junctions are especially dangerous.



Driving on ice and snow requires much practice. Especially in dangerous situations: if, for example, you go too fast into a corner, a cool head and the correct reaction are needed. The TCS gives a course each year called “Driving on ice and snow”. If you are interested, please ask your driving instructor.

Quiz

1. YOU ARE DRIVING AT NIGHT WITH HEADLIGHTS. IN WHAT DISTANCE MUST YOU BE ABLE TO STOP?


	Within the distance illuminated by the headlights

	Within the distance illuminated by the dimmed headlights

	Within half of the speed in metres



Correct answer

2. WHAT PROBLEMS CAN ARISE WHEN DRIVING AT SUNRISE OR SUNSET?


	Myself or oncoming traffic could be dazzled by

	Morning and evening traffic

	No special problems arise



Correct answer

3. AM I ALLOWED TO CONTINUE DRIVING WITH HEADLIGHTS IF I DO NOT HAVE ANY ONCOMING TRAFFIC?


	Yes

	Yes, but only if no vehicle is visible in my lane

	No, headlights may only be used in emergencies



Correct answer

4. WHAT IS THE DANGER WHEN DRIVING AT HIGH SPEED IN RAIN?


	Aquaplaning can happen

	Poor visibility

	There is the danger of skidding



Correct answer

5. WHAT IS THE DANGER FROM AQUAPLANING?


	The vehicle begins to skid

	The vehicle can no longer be steered

	It is no longer possible to brake



Correct answer

6. AN ONCOMING VEHICLE IS DAZZLING YOU. WHAT DO YOU DO?


	I look at the oncoming vehicle

	I look away from the oncoming vehicle

	I look at the right-hand side of the road



Correct answer

7. WHEN ARE FOG LIGHTS ALLOWED TO BE USED?


	Always, so that I can be seen

	In fog, snowfall or heavy rain, if the visibility is less than 50 metres

	In fog, snowfall or heavy rain, if the visibility is less than 100 metres



Correct answer


13 ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS

“Fit drivers are fit to drive”

Driving a motor vehicle requires unimpaired fitness to drive so that the driver can cope with the varied demands of modern traffic.

Learning objective of this section: After this section you will know the dangers of alcohol, tablets and drugs in relation to driving as well as the legal consequences of their abuse.

Time needed: 20 minutes


13.1 EVERYTHING IS DIFFERENT WITH ALCOHOL

It has been proven that already with a blood-alcohol level of 0.2 impairs vision (blinding and reduction of the field of vision) as well as concentration, the ability to react and coordination. On top of this, risk-taking propensity is also increased. This leads to deceptive overestimation of one’s own skills, euphoria and even carelessness or negligence. Alcohol also exacerbates the negative effects of stress, time pressure, irritation or side effects of medication.

“He who drinks does not drive – he who drives does not drink”


13.2 MEDICATION

Medication has two faces. It can help but also be damaging. On the one hand the daily use of medication can keep diseases under control and allow the user to drive safely (e.g. by controlling diabetes or high blood pressure). On the other hand, taking medication can have undesirable effects on driving with dangerous consequences.

Should I / am I still allowed to drive?

Be careful with medication regardless of whether it is prescribed or not. Here are a few tips:


	Ask your doctor or pharmacist if they do not explain the medication to you when prescribing or dispensing it.

	Follow his instructions (regarding the dose and frequency).

	Read the leaflet regarding driving while taking the medication.

	Stop immediately if you feel uncomfortable while driving.

	Special care is needed with cough, pain and allergy medication as well as sedatives.

	Never take medication prescribed to another person! It could be that you have the same or similar symptoms but a different disease.

	Avoid taking medication and drinking alcohol at the same time!




13.3 DRUGS
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All precautions regarding medication and alcohol apply even more strongly to drugs. Those who consume drugs – be it marijuana, cocaine, heroin or LSD – should not drive! Drugs greatly change and reduce mental and physical abilities to the extent that driving a vehicle can be life-threatening. The driver endangers not only himself but also his passengers and other road users.


13.4 LEGAL CONSEQUENCES OF DRUNK AND DRUG DRIVING


	Anyone who drives a motor vehicle when drunk will be punished with a jail sentence (3 days to 3 years) or a fine (up to CHF 40,000).

	Drunk drivers (from 0.5 BAC) will also lose their licence for at least 3 months (the cascade system*). Repetition of the offence means losing the licence for at least a year.



For the offender, having his driving licence taken away can have big consequences for the mobility and ability to get to work and can even lead to losing his job.

Losing a driving licence can also lead to moral and family problems. Therefore you should avoid alcohol and drugs if you want to drive.

*Not relevant for the test: The so-called cascade system was introduced on the 1st January 2005 in Switzerland. It led to stronger sanctions, the temporary loss of the driving licence as a warning and to longer periods of loss for repeat offenders. The cascade system separates the offence into three categories: light, medium or serious offences. Traffic accidents caused by alcohol or drugs are always punished heavily.


13.5 DID YOU KNOW...


	There are no tricks to reduce the effects of alcohol or to speed up its removal from the blood.

	There is no way to calculate the amount of alcohol that can still be tolerated.

	Coffee can actually slow down the processing of alcohol.

	After consuming alcohol and only sleeping for a few hours, the level of alcohol in the blood can still be too high? Even if you feel fit, the required ability to drive is still not there.



Quiz

1. YOU HAVE DRUNK ALCOHOL, WHAT CAN YOU DO TO PROCESS IT FASTER?


	There is no way to process alcohol faster

	Coffee helps to process alcohol faster

	Gherkins help to process alcohol faster



Correct answer

2. AFTER DRUNK DRIVING (FROM 0.8 BAC), FOR HOW LONG WILL THE DRIVING LICENCE BE TAKEN AWAY?


	Three months

	Six months

	One year



Correct answer

3. FROM WHICH BAC CAN DRIVING BE IMPAIRED?


	0,3

	0,5

	0,8



Correct answer

4. HOW BIG CAN THE PUNISHMENT BE FOR DRUNK DRIVING?


	3 days to 3 years prison and a fine of up to 40,000 CHF

	3 days to 3 years prison or a fine of up to 40,000 CHF

	A fine of up to 40,000 CHF



Correct answer

5. ARE YOU ALLOWED TO DRIVE IF YOU HAVE TAKEN MEDICATION?


	No, under no circumstances

	It depends on the medication. High blood pressure or diabetes must be treated with medication. A diabetic is allowed to drive a car after taking his medication.

	Yes, medication does not affect the ability to drive



Correct answer


14 Category BE - Trailers

You do not need this section to pass the theory exam. It serves as preparation for the category BE exam that is only practical.

Driving a category BE vehicle is very demanding. Specialised knowledge and lots of practice is required to drive safely on the road towing a trailer.

Learning objective of this section: Learning the procedures to drive towing a trailer.

Time needed: 20 minutes





    14.1 Size and weight, authorisation

    Staying within the mass and weight of the category BE is very important. Exceeding it can be very expensive and
        you can also expect to lose your licence. Damage to your vehicle and trailer could also occur.

    Size: 

    The allowed size of a laden trailer must be observed. The maximum height is 4 metres including load. The load may
        not be wider than the sides of the trailer and may be longer by up to 5 metres, measured from the middle of the
        rear axle. The load must be marked if it is 1 metre or longer.

    Weight / Terms: 

    Gross vehicle weight (GVW): The maximum weight that is possibly allowed.

    Unladen weight: The weight of the vehicle/trailer without a load.

    Laden weight: The weight of the vehicle/trailer when it is being used.

    Payload: This weight may be loaded.

    Weight of the train: The maximum allowed weight of the towing vehicle and the trailer together.


    What can I drive with a category B licence?

    With a category B licence, you may drive vehicles with a gross vehicle weight (GVW) of up to 3 500 kg.

    You’re also allowed to tow a trailer with a gross vehicle weight of up to 750 kg.

    If the trailer weighs more than 750 kg, the combined gross weight of the vehicle and trailer must not exceed 3 500 kg.

    Since many caravans or horse trailers are significantly heavier, a category B
            licence is often not sufficient.

    For unbraked trailers, an additional restriction applies:

    👉 The unladen weight of the towing vehicle must be at least equal to the
            trailer’s gross weight.


    
        [image: ]
    


    Which trailers are covered by category BE?

    If you want to tow even heavier trailers, you’ll need a category BE trailer
            licence.

    With a BE licence, you’re allowed to tow trailers with a gross vehicle weight (GVW) of up to 3 500 kg.

    This means:

    Towing vehicle (up to 3 500 kg GVW) + trailer (up to 3 500 kg GVW) =
        maximum combination: 7 000 kg GVW

    
        [image: ]
    











14.2 Coupling

The trailer to be coupled must always be looked and considered as if you are seeing it for the first time.

The first thing to do is drive up to the trailer and look from a distance to get an impression of whether the trailer is road worthy. If this is the case, park 1 meter in front of the trailer. Make sure that an equal amount of the trailer can be seen in the wing mirrors.
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Then the following questions must be asked:

Am I allowed to…

Can I…

Do I want to…

...couple this trailer?

Am I allowed to attach the trailer?

To determine this, both vehicle registration documents must be consulted to see if the legal conditions can be satisfied. (Located in the mass and weight chapter).
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Calculation according to this licence:

Unladen weight 1487kg + payload 438Kg = total weight 1925kg Caution: If the car is loaded with the entire payload, the trailer weight may no longer be fully used! (Exceeding the GZG)

Total towing weight 3425Kg

Total weight 1925Kg + trailer load 1750Kg = 3675Kg = 250Kg over the total towing weight = only 1500Kg trailer weight allowed.

Can I attach the trailer?

We check this by looking at the trailer, starting with seeing if the coupling on the vehicle matches that on the trailer, and if the electricity connection matches or if an adapter is needed.

If it is compatible, the following points should be checked on the trailer:


	Motorway permit sticker

	Damage to the structure/corners/edges

	The condition of the tyres (pressure, profile, tears)

	The condition of the lights (navigation lights, taillights)

	Check the number plate and chassis number (against the vehicle registration document)

	Check the load

	Check that the roof of the trailer is free from snow, ice, sticks and other objects



If everything is in order then we can attach the trailer

Measure the distance between the tow ball and trailer coupling.
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Place a piece of wood or a wedge on the road at the same distance behind the rear wheel.

Check the height of the coupling and tow ball (minimum 3 cm distance)
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Reverse the vehicle up to the wood/wedge
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Attach the trailer without releasing the trailer hand brake. Check to see if both control lights are green.
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Raise the jockey wheel and attach the electrics.

Now release the trailer hand brake and remove the wood/wedge. The trailer is now attached.

Another person can help check to see if the lights are working on the trailer (parking light, braking light, indicators, fog lights, and reverse lights).
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Now slowly drive away and check that the trailer turns properly. Driving in an “S” and looking in the wing mirrors can best achieve this. Then carry out a braking test to see if the trailer brakes. This can be felt as an abrupt braking of the towing vehicle from the increased resistance of the trailer as it brakes. Release the brakes and drive again in an "S" while checking the trailer in the wing mirrors. Congratulations. We are now ready.




14.3 Driving with a trailer 

Towing a trailer is very demanding for the towing vehicle, especially with partly or fully laden trailers. The coupling of the towing vehicle is put under great stress. For this reason, stopping should be avoided by looking far ahead and rolling up to the obstruction in order to immediately continue when possible. Before turning and merging, the wing mirrors and blind spot must be checked. Merging is very important so that no road users can pass on the right. When turning or cornering, the wing mirrors should be checked to see if the trailer is following without crossing any lines or mounting the curb. 




14.4 Uncoupling 

Before uncoupling it should be checked whether it is allowed to park a trailer there and if the ground is firm. Uncoupling should be avoided on steep slopes. When uncoupling the trailer, first the trailer handbrake should be applied and chocks put in place. The ripcord and electrics should then be disconnected. Then the jockey wheel should be lowered and the coupling locking lever released. Lower the jockey wheel so far that there is approximately 2 cm distance between the tow ball and the trailer coupling. Then push the safety wedge under the trailer wheels and check if the trailer is well secured.

Additionally, all reflectors and cat eyes must be cleaned if the trailer is to be parked on the road. 




    14.5 Manoeuvre

    Rule: Someone must help you when reversing. It is not allowed to reverse if the view behind is obstructed and if
        all dangers cannot be ruled out. Art. 17 VRV. Do not reverse faster than walking pace.

    Straight reversing: 

    Before reversing it makes sense to position the vehicle and trailer in line and in the direction you wish to move
        (an equal amount of the trailer can be seen in each wing mirror). Reverse in a straight line as far as possible
        and "follow" the trailer while making small corrections with the steering wheel. 

    Parallel parking:

    Arrange the vehicle and trailer in line before reversing. The easiest way to do this is to line up alongside a
        line or the side of the road. 

    Reversing up to a platform: 

    If possible, drive straight toward the ramp and stop about 2 meters in front of it. As described above, use a
        wooden block or wedge and measure the distance with a measuring tape or folding rule. Depending on the canton,
        the vehicle must be positioned 30 to 50 cm from the ramp.

    Turning while reversing: 

    Indicate to the right, pull over on the right side and stop. Find an entrance or space where you can reverse. If
        there is nowhere to turn on the right-hand side, drive up to the left-hand side and from there reverse left into
        a suitable space. Watch out for other traffic when reversing and stop as soon as a vehicle approaches from the
        front. It is important to always reverse away from the carriageway and drive onto it. 

    Reversing in a long curve: 

    Drive forwards onto the left-hand lane and reverse at walking pace. Keep approximately 30 cm distance to the side
        of the road. If a vehicle approaches from the front, you should stop, indicate to the left and wait until the
        vehicle has passed by. If it is necessary to reverse in a curve over a junction, it should be ensured that you
        reverse onto the correct side of the road. 

        
        
 Quiz

1. AM I ALLOWED TO RELEASE THE HAND BRAKE OF THE TRAILER IN ORDER TO PULL THE TRAILER UP TO THE VEHICLE AND FOR COUPLING?


	Yes

	No

	Yes, but only single axle trailers



Correct answer

2. HOW FAST AM I ALLOWED TO DRIVE ON THE MOTORWAY IN SWITZERLAND WHILE TOWING A TRAILER?


	Specially checked vehicles and trailers 90 km/h

	120 km/h

	100 km/h



Correct answer

3. Which maximum operating weight may my trailer have?


	3.5 t

	2 t

	According to the vehicle registration



Correct answer

4. What does the term "operating weight" mean?


	The total weight of my trailer

	The weight I am still allowed to load

	The current weight of my vehicle



Correct answer

5. What percentage of my load must I secure in the direction of travel?


	30%

	80%

	100%



Correct answer

6. What must I do when parking my trailer on the road at night?


	Make sure the trailer cannot roll away

	Make sure that the trailer can be seen

	Make sure that I can easily couple the trailer again



Correct answer

7. I have parked the trailer next to the woods and want to couple it again. What must I check?


	That the braking lines have not been damaged by animals

	That no branches are on top of the trailer

	That there are no animals under the trailer



Correct answer
  

  
8. I am transporting loose objects in my open trailer. Must I secure them?


	Yes, every load must be secured

	No, as the load does not exceed the sides of the trailer, it is secured enough

	It is not necessary to secure the load if I do not drive on the motorway



Correct answer
 

 9. I want to couple my trailer but the trailer lights do not work. Am I allowed to tow it to the next garage?


	Yes during the day, if the indicators and brake lights work

	Yes because the lights on my vehicle work

	No



Correct answer
   

10. The reverse light does not work on my trailer. Am I allowed to reverse?


	No, not under any circumstance

	Yes, a reverse light is not mandatory

	Yes, but only during the day



Correct answer
 

11. What must I check immediately after setting off?


	Whether the trailer is still attached

	Whether the brakes of the trailer apply and release

	Whether the load is correctly secured



Correct answer

               
        
              
        


















Quiz Answers

1. c)

Vehicles with a total weight not exceeding 3.5 tons

Back to the Question

2. c)

The actual weight with load and occupants

Back to the Question

3. a)

The maximum weight as stated in the registration documents.

Back to the Question

4. c)

The difference between laden weight and unladen weight

Back to the Question

5. b)

Strassenverkehrsgesetz (Road Traffic Act)

Back to the Question


1. a)

Children, elderly and frail people

Back to the Question

2. c)

Yourself

Back to the Question

3. a)

Under the influence of alcohol or drugs

Back to the Question

4. a)

When tired or emotional

Back to the Question

5. b)

No, never

Back to the Question

6. b)

No

Back to the Question

7. b)

No

Back to the Question

8. b)

1,6 mm

Back to the Question

9. b)

Immediately stop and keep the motor running with a low RPM until the coolant temperature has normalised

Back to the Question


1. a)

Yes

Back to the Question

2. b)

No, only the ones that apply to me

Back to the Question

3. b)

Triangular

Back to the Question

4. a)

Round

Back to the Question

5. a)

Round

Back to the Question

6. c)

Blue, white

Back to the Question

7. b)

Green

Back to the Question

8. c)

At the end of a town

Back to the Question

9. a)

Traffic from all directions stop

Back to the Question

10. b)

Vehicles behind and in front stop

Back to the Question

11. a)

This lane must be exited in the indicated direction

Back to the Question

12. b)

In front of a closed rail crossing

Back to the Question


1. a)

Reduce speed before the curve

Back to the Question

2. a)

Yes

Back to the Question

3. c)

As soon as the overtaken vehicle would not be endangered

Back to the Question

4. b)

Yes, every change of direction must be indicated

Back to the Question

5. b)

320 metres

Back to the Question

6. b)

20 km/h

Back to the Question

7. b)

Yes, I need a person to help me so that no one is obstructed or endangered

Back to the Question

8. b)

Yes, but only on the motorway

Back to the Question

9. b)

No, under no circumstances

Back to the Question


1. a)

Yes, it is mandatory for every vehicle and every trailer under 3.5 tons

Back to the Question

2. c)

100 km/h

Back to the Question

3. c)

120 km/h

Back to the Question

4. a)

80 km/h

Back to the Question

5. a)

80 km/h

Back to the Question

6. b)

In the far right-hand lane

Back to the Question

7. b)

On an acceleration lane

Back to the Question

8. a)

When driving in parallel lines of traffic

Back to the Question

9. a)

Yes

Back to the Question

10. b)

100 m

Back to the Question

11. b)

To the next exit

Back to the Question


1. a)

Yes, the rules apply to all motorised and non-motorised vehicles

Back to the Question

2. c)

No, fire service, ambulance and the police always have priority if they have blue flashing lights and sirens on.

Back to the Question

3. a)

No, it depends on the signs

Back to the Question

4. a)

The oncoming traffic

Back to the Question

5. b)

Communication with hand signals is needed to decide

Back to the Question

6. b)

Pedestrians

Back to the Question

7. b)

Traffic from the left because I am coming out of an entrance

Back to the Question

8. a)

Yes, pedestrians always have priority at crossings

Back to the Question

9. b)

No

Back to the Question


1. b)

In tunnels

Back to the Question

2. a)

On rail crossings

Back to the Question


1. a)

Stopping a vehicle, but not just to let someone get in or out

Back to the Question

2. a)

Where stopping is also not allowed

Back to the Question


1. c)

No, at twice the speed, the braking distance increases by four

Back to the Question

2. b)

Tiredness, drugs, and alcohol increase the reaction time, which leads to an increased reaction distance

Back to the Question

3. b)

Yes, gravity effects how my vehicle behaves

Back to the Question

4. c)

Speed, ability to react, road conditions, tyres

Back to the Question

5. a)

Reaction time

Back to the Question

6. c)

Approximately 34 metres

Back to the Question

7. c)

Approximately 45 metres

Back to the Question

8. c)

It quadruples (x 4)

Back to the Question

9. b)

It triples

Back to the Question


1. b)

The larger footprint reduces the pressure, which causes reduced grip

Back to the Question

2. a)

With ABS, tyres cannot skid and the vehicle can still be steered during braking

Back to the Question

3. a)

No, I may only continue once the facts have been clarified

Back to the Question

4. c)

Yes

Back to the Question

5. a)

I step abruptly on the brake pedal. If the front wheels start to skid, I release the brake a small amount, so that the vehicle stops

Back to the Question

6. a)

Before the corner

Back to the Question

7. c)

I remove my foot from the accelerator pedal and try to stay on track

Back to the Question


1. c)

No, fire service, ambulances and police with blue flashing lights and sirens on always have priority

Back to the Question

2. a)

If I drive in the blind spot, the driver cannot see me

Back to the Question

3. a)

By flashing the lights to indicate when it is safe to pull back in

Back to the Question

4. b)

Speed

Back to the Question

5. b)

On motorways where there is a steep incline

Back to the Question

6. b)

If my brakes fail

Back to the Question

7. a)

Overheating the brakes from consistent braking

Back to the Question


1. b)

Within the distance illuminated by the dimmed headlights

Back to the Question

2. a)

Myself or oncoming traffic could be dazzled by

Back to the Question

3. b)

Yes, but only if no vehicle is visible in my lane

Back to the Question

4. a)

Aquaplaning can happen

Back to the Question

5. b)

The vehicle can no longer be steered

Back to the Question

6. c)

I look at the right-hand side of the road

Back to the Question

7. b)

In fog, snowfall or heavy rain, if the visibility is less than 50 metres

Back to the Question


1. a)

There is no way to process alcohol faster

Back to the Question

2. a)

Three months

Back to the Question

3. a)

0,3

Back to the Question

4. b)

3 days to 3 years prison or a fine of up to 40,000 CHF

Back to the Question

5. b)

It depends on the medication. High blood pressure or diabetes must be treated with medication. A diabetic is allowed to drive a car after taking his medication.

Back to the Question



1. b)

No

Back to Question

2. c)

100 km/h

Back to Question

3. c)

According to the vehicle registration

Back to Question

4. c)

The current weight of my vehicle

Back to Question

5. b)

80%

Back to Question

6. b)

Make sure that the trailer can be seen

Back to Question

7. b)

That no branches are on top of the trailer

Back to Question

8. a)

Yes, every load must be secured

Back to Question

9. a)

Yes during the day, if the indicators and brake lights work

Back to Question

10. b)

Yes, a reverse light is not mandatory

Back to Question

11. b)

Whether the brakes of the trailer apply and release

Back to Question
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